
Wednesday 15 October 2014 at 7.30 pm
in the Crypt of St Peter’s Church. Free entry

A top mixologist will talk about his craft.
A free non-alcoholic cocktail for everyone who attends.

The cocktail event will follow a brief DBA AGM. Come and elect the committee 
and have your say.

Friday 7 November at 8 pm
 St Peter’s Church, De Beauvoir Road, London N1 4DA

Favourite arias, duets and ensembles from opera, Gilbert & Sullivan and more, 
sung by familiar faces from Charles Court Opera's productions

Tickets £12/£8 
Tel 020 7684 5811 or email info@debeauvoir.org.uk

The concert is sponsored by the Kingsley family and friends in memory of 
David Kingsley.

The DBA and St Peter’s Church invite you to

Sunday 9 November 2014
St Peter’s Church, De Beauvoir Road, London N1 4DA

A commemoration in words and music of the 163 men of De Beauvoir who gave 
their lives in the Great War  5.30 –  7.00 pm

and 
Opening of De Beauvoir At War exhibition in the Crypt of St Peter’s Church, 

with tea and cakes 
3.30 – 5.00 pm Free entry

N E W S L E T T E R

A Night at the Opera

O C T O B E R  2 0 1 4
Cocktail Evening and AGM

De Beauvoir Remembers
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The DBA and St Peter’s Community 
Partnership are again holding activity 
sessions for young people in the crypt 
of the church. All children and young 
people are invited. The sessions will be 
held on Wednesday 29th, Thursday 30th 
and Friday 31st October at 2pm and are 
free of charge.

Similar sessions last year involved 
making healthy smoothies, pizza, 
cupcakes, a dance competition and 
group discussions. Children can take 
home what they make and materials are 
provided free.

This year’s sessions are expected to 
include:
• Fitness Session- Keep fit with simple 

exercises, aiming to show young people 
easy exercises they can practice at 
home
• Yoga taster sessions
• Cooking sessions
• ‘This is me’ - a session for young 
people to use crafts to create and 
express who they are
• Games and group discussions 

Healthy snacks and refreshments are 
provided.  
The sessions are led by Claudia Turbet-
Delof and other DBS (formerly called 
CRB) checked youth workers. If you are 
interested, please contact Claudia on 
claudia@stpeterdebeauvoir.co.uk or tel 
020 7275 8842.

THE ROSEMARY BRANCH
2 Shepperton Road, N1 3DT 
Opera Double Bill: 
Carmen/Die Walküre until 1 October 
England Expects: 2– 4 October
A Sudden Burst of Blinding Light: 
7 – 12 October
Sequins on my Balcony: 
14 – 19 October
Novello & Son: 19 October
www.rosemarybranch.co.uk 
Tel: 020 7704 6665   24 – hour box office.

DE BEAUVOIR GARDENERS
St. Peter’s Crypt, Northchurch Terrace  
First Tuesday of each month 8pm. 
Preparing for Autumn: Mike Jackson  
7 October
A Year at Kew: Miranda Janatka 
4 November
www.debeauvoirgardeners.org.uk

THE SCOLT HEAD
107A Culford Road
Pub Quiz: every Monday 8 pm
Jazz with Peter Werth: 
16 October and 27 November  8 pm

GROOVE BABY
St Peter’s Church; music for all the family
www.groovebaby.co.uk for dates

THE PROUD ARCHIVIST
2-10 Hertford Road
www.theproudarchivist.co.uk/whats-on 

DE BEAUVOIR WOMEN’S 
INSTITUTE  
St Peter’s Crypt, Northchurch Terrace
First Thursday of each month 7.30
www.debeauvoirwi.com

Calling youngsters

Around the town
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DBA Party marks 10th year

On Saturday July 5th this year, the 
DBA held its annual and increasingly 
popular and joyful Party in the Park, in 
De Beauvoir Square. From the start, the 
guiding principle of the Party has been 
that all activities for children would be 
free, and most distinctively, that every 
child there should be able to choose 
a free book and toy, provided via local 
donations. This is hugely popular. We 
also started by giving every child a bag 
with juice, biscuits and fruit in it, but 
sadly had to give that up because of the 
litter it generated. 

The aims are that any family in the 
area should be able to bring their 
children and have a great afternoon at 
a community event without having to 
spend a fortune; that by recirculating 
books in the area we do our bit to 
encourage reading, and that the Party 
should be a moment when the whole De 
Beauvoir community can get out and 
meet each other.

The Party costs about £4000 to put on, 

and of course we make less money than 
we could, by subsidising children’s 
activities, but it works because we roll 
over any profits made to the next year, 
and because for the last six years we 
have had generous grants from the 
Benyon Estate.

This year was the biggest Party yet. 
Every square metre of the gardens 
of the Square was at capacity with 
activities, events, food, drink and 
music. Every year we review these. The 
majority are so popular that we keep 
them in the mix, but we always bring 
in something new too. An opening 
carnival parade, traditional games 
(egg and spoon races, sack races etc) 
and mini golf were new this year. New 
events sometimes have their hitches 
(small children swinging golf clubs had 
its risks for instance, and stilt races 
were crazy fun but perhaps won’t be 
repeated…) but we like to keep the Party 
living and changing. Roll on Party No.11.

KIRSTY NORMAN

Face painting has been a favourite at the Party 

from the beginning

The children’s book and toy giveaway has 

always been at the heart of the Party
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The heading of the memorial in St Peter’s Church

A tablet in St Peter de Beauvoir 
remembers the 163 men of the parish 
who died on active service in the first 
World War.  Their names are inscribed 
on bronze panels under the inscription 
“To the glory of God and in honoured 
memory of the men of De Beauvoir Town 
who laid down their lives in the Great 
War 1914 – 1918”. The memorial, which 
cost £220, raised by public subscription, 
was designed by Messrs A R Mowbray, 
craftsmen in ecclesiastical art, of 
Margaret Street, London W1. It was 
dedicated by the Bishop of Stepney on 
Wednesday 27th July 1921. 

The war inevitably had a huge impact on 
the area. Among the names are those 
of nine sets of brothers: J. L. and T. L. 
Blake, 111 Southgate Road; C. W. and F. 
J. Bolister, 18 Tottenham Road; E. T. and 
F. G. Burningham, 40 Southgate Road; 
C. and W. Harlow, 9 Southgate Grove; W. 
and J. R. Keeton, 103 Culford Road; G. 
Kirby and T. Kirby, 80 Buckingham Road;  
J.Lloyd, E. Lloyd, and F.W Lloyd, 18 De 
Beauvoir Road; C.F. Martin and F.C. 
Martin, 1 Lockner Road; and E. Prevotat 
and W.T. Prevotat, 24 Benyon Road. 

Amanda Davies, Paul Bolding and 
Fiona Darbyshire have spent many 
hours trying to find more about each 
of the men: what regiment or ship they 
belonged to, where and when they 
lost their lives; and what was their 
connection to De Beauvoir.  For some 
of the men this was easy as the address 
of their next of kin was recorded on the 
database of the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission.  For others it took 
longer, researching birth registers, 
census records and electoral rolls.  

Eventually the information was tracked 
down for 148 of the men; the remaining 
15 have so far proved elusive mainly 
because there are several candidates 
for each of the names and it hasn’t 
been possible to decide between 
them.  So they remain for now De 
Beauvoir’s unknown soldiers.  It is 
hoped that with the immense effort 
that is being expended researching 
those who died and documenting 
their details on websites such as 
Lives of the First World War (www.
livesofthefirstworldwar.org) it won’t be 
long before we have this information.

Area remembers the fallen of
 World War One
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The family of Benjamin Frederick Barnard lived in Branch Place, near the Rosemary Branch. He was 

one of only two aviators among those we have traced from the De Beauvoir memorial. 

The vast majority of the men fought in 
the army, serving in over 40 different 
regiments.  Seven were in the Royal 
Navy, three serving in submarines and 
four on ships. Two men were from the 
Royal Flying Corps, which was the air 
arm of the army until it merged with the 
Royal Naval Air Service in 1918 to form 
the Royal Air Force.  

The first De Beauvoir man to die 
was Arthur King from Culford Road, 
a regular soldier and a sergeant in 
the Dorsetshire Regiment.  He died 
in the battle of Mons on 24 August 
1914, just twenty days after war had 
been declared.  Including Arthur 
King, more than 90 of the De Beauvoir 
men are buried or commemorated 
on memorials in France, and 30 in 
Belgium.  However some fell much 
further afield, in Turkey, Egypt, 
Palestine, Iraq, Kenya and the Russian 
Federation.

An exhibition ‘De Beauvoir at War’ 
will open in the crypt of St Peter’s 
Church on Sunday 9th November at 
3pm.  What is known about all of the 163 
men will be documented and the lives 
of some explored in more detail.  The 
exhibition will also provide a flavour of 
what life was like in De Beauvoir during 
the Great War.  It will also be possible to 
view the exhibition in the following weeks 
when the café is open on Fridays and 
when the crypt is open for public events.  

‘De Beauvoir Remembers’ – a 
commemoration in words and music 
of the 163 men of De Beauvoir who 
gave their lives in the Great War - 
will be held in St Peter’s Church on 
Sunday 9th November from 5:30 to 
7:00pm. Entry is free but there will 
be a collection for the Royal British 
Legion.

FIONA DARBYSHIRE
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Salt beef brothers move in

Until recently a Brick Lane institution, 
Yummy’s café moved to De Beauvoir in 
January and seems to have become a 
firm local favourite. Brothers Jason and 
Darron Elouz run the café, specialising 
in salt beef, bagels, falafel and a full 
English breakfast.

Celebs have already been seen in the 
café  in Ardleigh Road; Ms Dynamite 
was an early visitor, and they have had 
Jamie Hince, supermodel Kate Moss’s 
husband, and Vic Akers, Arsenal’s 
veteran kit manager, through the doors. 
TV presenter Gaby Roslin did a photo 
shoot there recently.

The brothers, whose great uncle 
Sam Cohen was once mayor of Stoke 
Newington, have quickly got to know 
many people in De Beauvoir and they 
relish getting involved in the area. They 
donate unsold bagels to the café in the 
crypt of St Peter’s church. 

They moved from Cheshire Street, off 
Brick Lane, because the building where 

they were based was redeveloped. “You 
are bombarded with food down there. 
Here is like Brick Lane was years ago,” 
said Darron, 37. It was there that they 
came to the attention of Jamie Oliver, but 
that doesn’t seem to have changed them. 
Nor does the fact that they count Gilbert 
and George as personal friends; Jason 
wields an Iphone picture of himself with 
the distinctive pair of artists.

Their style is the antithesis of the 
modern fast food chain and they 
cultivate a decidedly retro look. “We 
had adjusted to the hipster generation 
down there,” said Darron. “But we have 
brought a bit of Brick Lane with us here,” 
said Jason, 43.

It’s a style that appealed to their new 
landlord, Edward Benyon of the Benyon 
Estate, said Darron: “He said: ‘You guys 
interest me … I like your enthusiasm.’” 
They say they were chosen over a 
number of other food operators who 
wanted to lease the small shop because 
they were offering something unusual to 
De Beauvoir.

They have been slowly expanding their 
offering but have no ambition to become 
a chain. “We are never going to make 
a lot of money. We just want to keep 
ourselves in a job,” said Jason.

They don’t seem to regret the decision 
to come to De Beauvoir. “We have great 
neighbours. People are very supportive,” 
said Jason.

PAUL BOLDING

Brothers Jason (l) and Darron Elouz behind  

the counter at Yummy’s
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A Downham Road boy was sent away 
to a special school for three years in 
1907 after being accused of stealing. 
James Selley, 13, was a pupil at the 
Enfield Road School, now flats. He 
admitted stealing a bundle of “reward 
cards” from the school. These were a 
record of good behaviour and it was not 
clear what he wanted to do with them. 

“The boy admitted the offence and 
said he would like to be sent away so 
as to be away from further mischief,” 
the Sunday Times reported. He had no 
mother and while his father, a cabman, 
was good to him, he got most of his 
food from coffee shops.

The magistrate, a Mr Fordham, asked 
the boy if he would like to be sent to 
a good home with good food and the 
chance to learn a trade. He said he 
would and the newspaper said the 
magistrate “made an order that he go 
to Feltham”.

The west London district was home to 
an industrial school where orphans, 
children accused of petty crime, and 
others were sent to learn a trade. It 
closed in 1909 and a year later a borstal 
was opened at Feltham. The industrial 
school building has been demolished 
but Feltham today is still home to a 
young offenders’ institution.

From the archives

The WI has left behind its reputation 
for jam, Jerusalem, and all-round 
fuddy-duddiness. Along with that, many 
new-style WIs have sprung up all over 
London. 

Earlier this year, a group of local women 
got together to launch the De Beauvoir 
WI and it now has 40 members – with 
numbers growing fast – who meet on the 
first Thursday of each month in the 
Crypt of St Peter’s Church from 7.30pm 
to 9.30pm. There’s usually a talk (on 
anything from stained-glass making 
to coffee roasting), or a food tasting 
or a craft session, as well as a steady 
supply of tea, cake, wine and good 
company. There’s also a members’ book 
club, a knit-and-crochet group and the 
occasional theatre trip. 

The next meeting is on 2 October, when 
Edward Benyon will be giving a talk on 
the history of the neighbourhood. A 
panto trip, wine tasting, découpage craft 
evening and a talk on historical dress 
are also lined up for future months. 

One of the key aims of the De Beauvoir 
WI is to provide an opportunity for local 
residents to get together and socialise 
in a friendly and welcoming environment 
– it’s for all women, of all ages. 

Annual membership is £37, or guests 
can come for a limited number of 
meetings at £5 per meeting. Find out 
more at debeauvoirwi.com or email 
debeauvoirwi@hotmail.com.

JANE LAMACRAFT

The WI is up and running
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