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Table Top Sale

The De Beauvoir Neighbourhood Feast

Saturday February 28th, 11am-4pm Admission free

Sellers of bric-a-brac, vintage clothes, toys, jewellery, accessories, kitchen goods, 
records, DVDs, books and anything else fascinating and antique or second hand, come 

and join those who have already booked tables. Or, donate to the DBA: good vintage 
clothes particularly welcome. Contact info@debeauvoir.org.uk. Tables can be booked via 

the DBA website: www.debeauvoir.org.uk

Thursday March 26th, 7.30pm Admission free

The DBA are pleased to announce that  Times columnist and interviewer Robert 
Crampton will be at St. Peter’s to talk about making a career out of writing about his life 

in Hackney.

Doors will open at 7. There will be a paying bar.

Presented by the DBA and St Peter’s Church

Saturday April 25th, 5-9pm
Building on the success of last year's Feast, we once again invite all local lovers of 

cooking to come and share your favourite food or national dish. Bring recipes to give 
away, decorate your table in national colours: have fun and be creative. The food last 

year was outstanding: let's see if we can make it even better. Bring a dish to share and 
it's free: other guests pay £5. There will be music, and a paying bar for beer and wine.

If you are interested in taking part by bringing food or otherwise helping on the day, call 
Samantha on 07852 522049 or email info@debeauvoir.org.uk

All the events below are held at St. Peter’s Church Crypt, at the junction of De 
Beauvoir Road and Northchurch Terrace
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The sight of Russell Brand cavorting 
over scaffolding on a house in 
Northchurch Road brought a dispute 
over the fate of a Hoxton housing estate 
literally to our doorsteps.

The comedian had espoused the cause 
of the residents of the New Era estate 
who feared eviction after its new 
owners said they would modernise the 
properties and more than double rents.

The Benyon Estate, with about 300 
properties of its own in De Beauvoir, 
had taken a minority stake along with 
US investors Westbrook Partners and 
was to manage the properties. The 
Estate negotiated a delay of 12 months 
in implementation of the renovation 
plans but brothers Edward and Richard 
Benyon bore the brunt of the campaign 
in place of the publicity-shy Westbrook, 
an $11bn fund with offices in Manhattan 
and Mayfair.

Brand led demonstrators to the Benyon 
property on November 8 and taped 

a banner proclaiming 
“social housing not 
social cleansing” to the 
scaffolding. A few days 
later, the Benyons withdrew 
from the deal in the wake of 
the bad publicity and just 
before Christmas, media 
reports said Westbrook 
were on the verge of selling 
to a social housing provider.

London politicians were 
slow to adopt the residents’ 
cause but eventually 
piled in behind them. The 
Guardian reported that the 
sale by Westbrook involved 
negotiations by London’s 

deputy mayor, Richard Blakeway, and the 
elected mayor of Hackney, Jules Pipe.

The New Era estate was built in the 
1930s, its name redolent of the hope 
for the future that was to be dashed by 
World War Two. It includes the shops 
on Whitmore Road just south of the 
Regent’s Canal but the focus of the 
campaign was the 96 flats in the three-
storey blocks behind.

A marketing brochure called it “an 
island site comprising residential and 
retail offering extensive refurbishment/
extension and redevelopment 
opportunities”.

Westbrook sold the Estate just before 
Christmas to the Dolphin Square 
Charitable Foundation which is an 
affordable housing charity. Their plans 
for the Estate are, as yet, unclear but 
it is likely that the rents will remain 
affordable.  

PAUL BOLDING

THE ROSEMARY BRANCH
2 Shepperton Road, N1 3DT 
The Secret Garden
10-15 February
Ordinary Days
18-28 February
Pride and Prejudice
10 March-4 April
www.rosemarybranch.co.uk 
Tel: 020 7704 6665   24 – hour box office.

DE BEAUVOIR GARDENERS
St. Peter’s Crypt, Northchurch Terrace  
First Tuesday of each month 8pm. 
AGM and Show and Tell
3 March
Gardeners’ Question Time
7 April
www.debeauvoirgardeners.org.uk

THE SCOLT HEAD
107A Culford Road
Pub Quiz: every Monday 8 pm
Jazz with Peter Werth: 
26 March  8 pm

GROOVE BABY
St Peter’s Church; music for all the 
family; www.groovebaby.co.uk for dates

THE PROUD ARCHIVIST
2-10 Hertford Road
www.theproudarchivist.co.uk/whats-on 

DE BEAUVOIR WOMEN’S 
INSTITUTE  
St Peter’s Crypt, Northchurch Terrace
First Thursday of each month 7.30
www.debeauvoirwi.com

The branding of New Era 

Ebola update

Russell Brand, gaffer tape in hand (Picture: Paul Bolding)

Around the town

In 2009 my mum, Cleo Sylvestre, and 
I spent some time in Makeni, Sierra 
Leone with fellow De Beauvoir resident 
Keiran King. It was a moving experience 
for us as we discovered family and 
encountered extremes of poverty that 
were difficult to square with our day-
to-day lives.  Keiran introduced us to 
Sister Mary Sweeney, a formidable Irish 
nun who runs St. Joseph’s School for 
the Hearing Impaired.  We enjoyed a 
couple of mornings working with her 
staff, whose commitment to their pupils’ 
growth and development, despite their 
extremely challenging circumstances, 
was hugely inspiring.

When Ebola struck Sierra Leone, the 
Bombali District, of which Makeni is the 
capital, was badly hit. Our thanks go to 
everyone in De Beauvoir who donated 
their unwanted medical supplies before 
Christmas. These were sent off to 

Makeni, and Sister Mary plans to turn 
the container they came in into a shop 
for the local community.  Since then, 
thanks to the help of the De Beauvoir 
Association, a further £930, raised 
through ticket sales, a raffle, and sales 
of mulled wine and mince pies at  the 
Christmas Fair, has been donated 
to St. Joseph’s. Although Ebola has 
all but vanished from the media, it is 
still very present in these children’s 
lives. It’s a testament to the strength 
of our community that we were able to 
galvanise support in such a short space 
of time. 

The current total raised on the Virgin 
Giving site for St. Joseph’s is almost 
£25,000.

ZOE PALMER
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Crossrail latest
Thanks to 
circulars about 
“safeguarding” 
received in 
the area, we 
now know 
that plans for 
Crossrail 2 show the route passing 
under De Beauvoir. 

As anyone who ever visits central 
London knows, Crossrail 1 is under 
construction and is due to open in 2018.

Crossrail 2 started life as the Hackney-
Chelsea line, conceived in the 1970s 
or perhaps earlier as a way of joining 
together poorly connected areas of 
the expanding capital. Present plans 
call for a core route from Wimbledon 
via Chelsea and central London to 
Angel, Dalston Junction and north to 
Tottenham Hale and New Southgate.

Possible further route options include a 
spur after Angel to Hackney Central.

Plans for a stop at Essex Road have 
been dropped and so the route from 
Angel to Dalston has altered, passing 
under the De Beauvoir Estate, the east 
side of De Beauvoir Square and the 
Lockner Estate.

Safeguarding means  local authorities 
have to consult TfL on planning 
applications for land within the area. 
Tfl says: “In most cases we will have no 
comment or will ask for approval of the 
application to be subject to conditions 
that must be resolved before work on 
the development starts... Very rarely, 
the local planning authority will be 
instructed to refuse the application.” It 
suggests discussions may be necessary 

if foundations 
are more 
than 3 metres 
deep.

The existing 
safeguarding 

has resulted in “very few” developments 
being prevented, TfL says.

In addition TfL has declared “areas 
of surface interest”. One of these 
includes the Bentley Road car park in De 
Beauvoir, which would be a construction 
site for the Dalston Junction station and 
would be the location of the new ticket 
hall. Another is close to Haggerston 
Station on the possible Hackney Central 
spur.

The recent  TfL letter says the tunnels 
would be 20-40 metres below ground, 
about the same as the deep Tube 
tunnels.

The Department for Transport has been 
consulting on the safeguarding but it 
appears mainly interested in hearing 
from local authorities. That consultation 
closed on 28 January. The Crossrail 
2 website says detailed consultation 
on the route is expected in 2015 with 
construction between 2020 and 2030.

In an unintended bit of doublespeak, 
“safeguarding” also means a threat 
to some of the historic buildings in 
Kingsland Road close to Dalston 
Junction station. 

PAUL BOLDING

(Many thanks to cartoonists Knife & 
Packer of Private Eye fame for their 
contribution on page 5.) 

Changes to the police panel
Last October, the De Beauvoir Safer 
Neighbourhood Community Action 
Panel adopted a new name and format.  
Now all residents are welcome to attend 
the De Beauvoir Safer Neighbourhood 
Ward Panel meeting.  Superintendent 
Andy Walker addressed the first of the 
new style meetings and described how 
the Metropolitan Police had increased 
in numbers over the previous 12 months 
and officers were less tied to fixed 
geographical boundaries.  

Crime rates are down but there is still 
a perception within the community that 
there is a lack of visible policing.  There 
were three short talks on bogus callers, 
anti-social behaviour and offenders in 
the community and what is being done 
to discourage reoffending.  Questions 
from pupils of Hackney New School and 

local residents covered a wide range of 
topics and were answered in detail by 
the various officers.

At the annual general meeting in 
December, John Howard, who has 
been chair of the panel for the last 
eight years, stepped down in favour of 
Shahi Rahman, with Hector Proud as 
vice chair.  Sergeant Simon Baker from 
the local Neighbourhood Policing Team 
underlined the importance of receiving 
feedback from local residents.  

Meetings will be held every two months 
and the next one will be on 11th February 
2015 at 6.30pm at Hackney New School, 
Downham Road, N1. Police are very will-
ing to visit any resident who would like 
advice on how to make their property 
more secure.    FIONA DARBYSHIRE
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The Brotherhood Church in an old postcard

Two churches were part of the fabric of 
Southgate Road from the 1860’s to the 
1930’s. They had very different origins 
and stories, but both served non-con-
formist congregations, continuing the 
tradition of religious dissent in Hackney 
and Islington. 

Trinity Presbyterian Church featured a 
tall spire that was visible several streets 
away from its location at the corner of 
the north side of Church Road (now 
Northchurch Road) and the west side 
of Southgate Road. It was built in the 
late 1850s when a Scottish Presbyterian 
congregation outgrew its premises in 
the City, on the corner of London Wall 
and Coleman Street. This was thought 
to be the oldest Scottish non-conform-

ist church in London, dating back to 1665 
when it first met in Founders Hall in the 
Square Mile. 

Trinity Church was part of the rede-
velopment of the short-lived Islington 
Cattle Market, which stood on land be-
tween Essex and Southgate Roads from 
the 1830’s to early 1850’s. The Islington 
end of Northchurch and Englefield 
Roads, and Oakley and Ockenden Roads 
were laid out on these market lands. The 
present De Beauvoir Arms was then 
called The Jolly Farmer and The Jolly 
Butcher’s Beer Shop stood a short way 
further north on Southgate Road.

The church eventually merged with 

The lost churches of Southgate 
Road

The spire of the Trinity Church with the (then) Jolly Farmers pub to its south.

Highbury Presbyterian Church in 1935 
as congregations diminished. It appears 
that the building suffered bomb damage 
in World War II, and was demolished and 
replaced with De Beauvoir Court flats. 
The distinctive church manse can still 
be seen next to these flats in North-
church Road.

The chapel further south on the east 
side of Southgate Road was much more 
modest, both in building scale and 
origins. It stood on the north corner of 
Balmes Road, facing today’s Tesco and 
opposite Rosemary Gardens, where 
at that time a white lead works stood. 
Originally known as the Southgate Road 
Chapel, it was built about 1860 when 
the Congregationalist Hoxton Pave-
ment Chapel in New North Road needed 
larger premises. However, the building 
was semi derelict by 1891, when it was 
taken over by The Brotherhood Church. 
This movement preached a utopian mix-
ture of Christianity and radical politics, 
including opening a grocery cooperative 

store at 1-5 Downham Road. 

The small chapel then hosted and 
inspired an astonishing range of events, 
from a meeting of the International 
Vegetarians Union in 1897, to sessions 
of the 5th Congress of the Russian 
Social Democratic Labour Party in 1907, 
then pacifist meetings during World 
War I that sparked violent protests. 
Famous visitors across these years 
included Lenin, Trotsky, Stalin, Maxim 
Gorky, Annie Besant, Sylvia Pankhurst, 
George Lansbury and Bertrand Russell. 
Although the church was partly wrecked 
during demonstrations  in 1917, it 
continued to be used as a meeting 
centre for the Labour movement and 
trade unions until it closed and was 
demolished in 1934. 

The Brotherhood Church still exists 
today as a pacifist community in York-
shire. 
LESLEY THOMPSON
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Hackney New Primary School
The application deadline for the new 
De Beauvoir-based primary school 
may have been mid-January, but it was 
already over-subscribed weeks before. 

Even prior to announcing its impressive 
new headteacher last month, and in 
spite of having a temporary location for 
its first academic year, the response 
from parents to the launch of Hackney 
New Primary School (HNPS) has been 
overwhelming. 

Set up by the board of governors 
behind Hackney New School (HNS), the 
secondary that opened on Downham 
Road in September 2013, this reaction is 
perhaps unsurprising. 

“Our pupils are making twice as much 
progress as the national expectation 
for children of their age,” says Phillippa 
De’Ath, one of the founders and 
governors. “Now we’re using that same 
model for the primary school.”

Setting up a primary school, however, 
was not part of their original plan. 
Approached by the Learning Trust 
– Hackney council’s education 
department - to do so after a shortage 
of 150 primary school places was 
identified in the area, they began to 
investigate. 

Previous shortages had been rectified 
by existing schools taking on extra 
reception classes - but this wasn’t 
always successful. “We had feedback 
from parents saying it was really quite 
disruptive to other children at the 
school,” says Phillippa.  

Their own experience at HNS, 
meanwhile, was also revealing. “Of our 

100 students in year 7, as it was back 
then, children came from 50 different 
primary schools with 50 different 
experiences. In many cases, shockingly 
poor experiences,” she says. “It 
struck home that we needed a primary 
education not just focused on pushing 
kids through their SATS but on a whole 
host of other things as well.” 

They began by creating a vision for 
HNPS - smaller class sizes (two 
reception classes of 25 in 2015), music 
as a core curriculum subject, a slightly 
longer academic day, and an impressive 
after-school programme of ‘enrichment’ 
activities. Then, they got to work finding 
the right staff. 

“The most important thing is a great 
head teacher,” says Phillippa. “And 
I am delighted we have one. Siobhan 
Horisk comes from Camden, where 
she was the deputy headteacher at a 
highly successful urban primary school, 
judged by OFSTED as ‘outstanding’ in 
February 2014. It has been recognised 
as one of the top performing schools 
nationally.”

Places for HNPS will be allocated in 
April, based on distance from their 
current 1 Downham Road base. A 
permanent site, expected to be within 
walking distance of the secondary 
school, will to be announced in due 
course.

Late applications to HNPS will be 
placed on a waiting list.  For details visit 
hackneynewprimaryschool.org.

BARBARA WALSHE

A Proper good start

Living on Northchurch Terrace for the 
past ten years, Bella Bunce thought 
she had things sussed when it came to 
opening her deli, Proper & Sons, last 
March.

An entrepreneur who previously ran 
her own production company making 
TV commercials for 15 years, she might 
have known what the area needed 
from a deli – but the work and even the 
customers have surprised her. 

“It’s not as easy as it looks,” she laughs, 
“but I did think it would be a harder slog 
for longer. I also didn’t realise it would 
be as much fun, or that people would be 
so friendly.” 

The deli’s location and offering have 
also been key to its success. Perfectly 

placed on the Kingsland Road, it 
provides something different to this 
bustling part of Dalston and De 
Beauvoir. “We needed an alternative 
to Tesco Metro and Sainsburys. I like 
small, quality initiatives and that’s what 
this is,” Bella says. 

Inspired by the family-run urban delis of 
New York, it is somewhere you can buy 
breakfast, lunch and ingredients to make 
a whole supper. Community is firmly at 
its heart. 

Along with catering for numerous local 
groups, such as the WI, over the past 
year, Proper & Sons hosts local supper 
club evenings and regular tastings. 

It’s the same approach with their food 
and products. If not made in-house, 
they’re sourced either locally or from 
other, small independent producers. 
That means E5 Bakery bread, Stoke 
Newington-based Hansen & Lyderson’s 
smoked salmon, and Hoxton Street’s 
superfood Ollybars. 

“We’re about bringing people together,” 
Bella says simply. “Local people are 
working hard, making these products in 
their kitchens, and they need an outlet 
where people can buy them. That’s what 
we are.”
Open from 8am-8pm Mon–Fri, 8am-
6pm Sat, 9am-4pm Sun 
378 Kingsland Road

BARBARA WALSHE

Bella Bunce

Sale of books and framed pictures 
Saturday 28 March, 10-4pm

St. Peters Church, De Beauvoir. Refreshments available
For collection of items 07846 626540; or items can be left in the Church porch
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A recent visitor to De Beauvoir brought 
with him a little notebook in which 
a Kingsland resident, J. Baylie, had 
written a ‘Journal into the North-West 
of England’ in 1818 and asked if we could 
find out more about the author.  

The 60-page journal, beautifully 
inscribed in copperplate, describes a 
16-day journey by coach and horses 
in September from Kingsland through 
Islington and Buckinghamshire up to 
Staffordshire and Lancashire. 

The traveller stayed in pubs on the way 
and returned by the ‘Telegraph Coach’ 
from Manchester through Leicester 
to Kingsland.  Baylie describes the 
architecture, industry and pub food of 
each stop in some detail, for example:

‘Dunstable, a populous town in 
Buckinghamshire 33 miles from 
London, is built on a chalk hill 
consisting chiefly of one long street, 
the inhabitants are famous for 
Straw Hats. Went on to Leighton 
Buzzard rain’d for the last 3 miles, 

dined off Sucking Pig, Beef and 
boiled Leg of Mutton, Plumb 
Pudding, Port Wine and Ale….’

Baylie reveals little of himself except 
that his journey starts and ends in 
Kingsland and he was in some kind of 
business, He went to the Crown Hotel 
in Warwick ‘accompanied by three other 
commercial gentlemen…’  but seems to 
be travelling alone and meeting up with 
people on the way – maybe a City trader 
on a pub crawl!  His last entry, on his 
return to London, states: 

‘Came through Dunstable, St Albans, 
Colney and to Islington (Peacock) 
and walked to Kingsland, slept 
there and returned on Wednesday 
to Business.  The aforesaid was a 
journey of 16 days.’   

Attempts to discover more about Mr 
Baylie have failed. If you have seen other 
references to him, do get in touch via 
info@debeauvoir.org.uk. Thank you.

STEPHEN KING

A Kingsland journey in 1818A wartime mystery revealed

Alan Webster in De Beauvoir Square

The frontispiece (left) and an extract from the notebook

A 70-year mystery linking a secret war-
time mission to Albania with families in 
Hackney and Derbyshire looks like it has 
been solved.

RAF flight engineer John Thompson is 
still officially listed as missing in action 
after his plane disappeared in 1944, 
months after he married his childhood 
sweetheart Joyce in Hackney. Joyce 
lived with her family in De Beauvoir 
Square. 

A ring inscribed “John and Joyce” was 
recently handed in to the US embassy in 
Tirana by an Albanian man who linked it 
to the wartime crash of an RAF Halifax 
bomber somewhere east of the capital. 
Embassy medical officer Chris Casey 
set about solving the mystery using the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commis-
sion, a British genealogy website and 
an appeal for help in a local paper in 
Matlock, Derbyshire.

That appeal was spotted by Alan Web-
ster, whose mother Dorothy  has since 

spoken of her shock at finding out that 
the final resting place of her brother 
John may now be confirmed.

Chris Casey’s research showed the 
ring almost certainly belonged to John 
Thompson, who was flying top secret 
missions from Brindisi in southern Italy 
for the RAF’s 148 squadron during World 
War Two.

Alan Webster visited De Beauvoir in 
December to see the site of the house 
where Joyce lived. He said the near cer-
tainty that the plane did crash has pro-
vided Dorothy with a degree of closure

“Once you know, it is better. She is 
calmer now. I can tell she is happier 
now,” he said of his 92-year-old mother. 
Dorothy still has a 1945 letter from her 
sister in law written from De Beauvoir 
Square saying she still had heard no 
news of her husband.

John was from Derbyshire and it is 
thought that he and Joyce met when she 
was working at St Elphin’s School in 
Darley Dale. He worked on the railways 
then and they may have met when she 
arrived by train from Hackney.

Joyce remarried a man named Arthur 
Mean in 1947 and records show they 
lived at 32 Englefield Road. She died in 
Milton Keynes in 1983. Joyce’s family, 
the Mozleys, were still living in Hackney 
in the 1960s. 

Plans are being made to hand the ring 
to members of John Thompson’s family 
and the case has been taken over by the 
British Embassy in Tirana.

PAUL BOLDING
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Open School thrives

DBA committee member and Lockner 
Estate resident Jonathan Hoskins is 
working with Open School East (see 
above) to research the remarkable 
local organising that went on in De 
Beauvoir during the 1960s to 1980s 
and its relevance to the present day. 
The research will be published, with an 
accompanying series of public events at 
Open School East.

A short list of the events and campaigns 
Jonathan is particularly interested in is 

online at http://openschooleast.tumblr.
com/post/108827165527/own-de-
beauvoir (hard copies happily delivered 
on request). 

He would love to hear from anyone who 
has memories, photographs, documents 
or artefacts from any of these events 
(or would like to suggest other events 
and campaigns), on: 07784 223 109 or 
dbjonathanhoskins@gmail.com.

Open School East (OSE) was launched 
in September 2013 and has since been 
housed on the first floor of the Rose 
Lipman Building on De Beauvoir Road. 
OSE was established as a space for 
artistic learning that is collaborative, 
experimental and versatile. As a regis-
tered charity, OSE’s mission is to bring 
together in one space:
 • A free study programme for emerging 
artists;
• A diverse programme of cultural 
events and activities open to all.

Central to Open School East’s approach 
is a commitment to foster cultural, intel-
lectual and social exchanges between 
artists and the broader public and to 
provide cultural opportunities to indi-
viduals of diverse backgrounds, genera-
tions and cultures.

For 2015 OSE has been granted funds 
from Arts Council England to develop 
Open Programme, a series of free ac-
tivities including a monthly cinema club, 
art-making workshops, popular lectures 
and communal lunches.

 From March we will also be running 

Open Cinema, a 6-month film project, 
which will culminate in a film event in 
Hackney. Led by local artist Neil Cum-
mings, this project invites all ages living 
in Hackney, who are interested in taking 
part in a collective adventure in digital 
filmmaking, programming and sharing 
through cinema.

Additionally every Tuesday from 3- 5pm 
we welcome Hackney Stream, a group 
of over 55s who organise events as older 
local people. Working under the slogan 
‘community adventures led by citizens of 
the pre-digital era’, highlights include: 
tablet training and help; monthly dance 
parties; traditional cooking; art work-
shops and social events.

Every other Saturday, an informal group 
of radio enthusiasts, Parallel Radio, 
meet to devise, plan and execute an 
hour-long radio show that is broadcast 
live on the internet. The structure, topics 
and themes change week-to-week, and 
guests are invited to contribute.
All events are free and open to all.

LAURENCE  TAYLOR

Calling De Beauvoir Veterans


