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De Beauvoir: Past, Present and Future

All the events below are held at St. Peter’s Church Crypt, at the junction of 
De Beauvoir Road and Northchurch Terrace

Thursday 10 March at 8pm. Doors open 7.30. Admission free. Bar

Edward Benyon will present a history of the Benyon Estate, which originally 
developed De Beauvoir in the mid 19th century and still has considerable land 

holdings here. He will also talk about the Estate's current work and plans, and his 
thoughts on the area's future.

Thursday 14 April at 7.30 pm

Join Stefan from 7 Seasons Beer Shop in Hoxton Market for a taster evening 
featuring 5 individually styled beers all brewed in East London. You will be guided 

through each carefully selected beer with the opportunity to purchase your 
favourites at the end of the evening. 

Locally sourced bread and sausages (including veggie) will be provided to line the 
stomach!  £20.00 per person from www.tinyurl.com/DBAbeer

Locally brewed craft beer tasting

Neighbourhood Feast
Presented by the DBA and St Peter’s Church

Saturday 11 June from 5.30pm - 9pm

 Cook and bring your favourite national dish to share, dress in your national colours 
or costume, decorate the buffet table which displays your dish to reflect your 
culture.There will be free water and juices and a paying bar for wine and beer. 

If you provide a dish or pot of food to share, your entry is free. Otherwise adults 
pay £5 at the door. Chefs and anyone who can help out on the day please contact 

Samantha Selmes on mobile 07852 522 049 or email: Samantha.Selmes@gmail.com
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THE ROSEMARY BRANCH
2 Shepperton Road, N1 3DT 
19 - 21 February: Mirrors
9-11 March: The Marvellous 
Adventures of Mary Seacole
16-20 March: Through a Glass Darkly
www.rosemarybranch.co.uk 
Tel: 020 7704 6665   24 – hour box office.

DE BEAUVOIR WOMEN’S 
INSTITUTE  
St Peter’s Crypt, Northchurch Terrace
First Thursday of each month 7.30
3 March: The rudiments of singing
7 April: Poet Martina Evans
www.debeauvoirwi.com

ST PETER’S CRYPT
There is a wealth of classes, courses 
and events including yoga, pilates, a 
choir and much more
http://www.stpeterdebeauvoir.org.uk/

DE BEAUVOIR GARDENERS
St. Peter’s Crypt, Northchurch Terrace  
First Tuesday of each month 8pm. 
1 March AGM and Show and Tell
5 April - Urban fruit trees
www.debeauvoirgardeners.org.uk
 
THE PROUD ARCHIVIST
2-10 Hertford Road
www.theproudarchivist.co.uk/whats-on 

ACOUSTIC SUNDAYS
Free music in the crypt of St Peter’s.
Food 
6 March (TBC) 2pm onwards
www.soundadviceuk.com/

THE SCOlT HEAD
107A Culford Road
Pub Quiz: every Monday 8 pm
25 Feb 8pm: Jazz with Peter Werth

Around the town

Transport update
Transport for London has announced 
it will go ahead with the closure of 
Stamford Road and Tottenham Road 
at their junctions with Kingsland Road 
despite a small majority against the 
plan in a consultation. The report on the 
consultation showed that there were 
just 106 responses in last summer’s 
consultation, not all of them from within 
De Beauvoir. Of the total, 37 per cent 
were against the overall proposal and 36 
per cent in favour.

The median strip will be removed and a 
recessed unloading bay created in the 
area of the present junctions on the west 
side of Kingsland Road. That median 
strip was itself only created by TfL in 
2010, without consultation, to facilitate 

the operation of Dalston Junction bus 
station.

TfL plans to introduce the scheme in the 
summer. It is separate from the wider 
consultation on road closures on which 
it says the results will be published 
“early in 2016”.

A consultation on Crossrail 2, which 
would pass under De Beauvoir, closed 
in January and was followed by protests 
about the extent of destruction likely 
to be involved in Dalston and other 
centres. More detailed plans are 
due to be announced later this year.                                                                                                                                            

(Continued on page 3)             
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Neighbourhood policing in Hackney 
has been rearranged but PC Steve 
Bullock and CSO Mo Gani, the long-time 
dedicated ward officers in De Beauvoir, 
are staying.

Our area will be sharing 
with Hoxton West a 
sergeant – Emily Burbeck - 
and a new dedicated ward 
PC yet to be named.

Steve and Mo will now 
be based at Shoreditch 
Police Station rather than 
Orsman Road. That office is 
not closing but will be the 
base for Hoxton East and 
Haggerston officers though 
Steve and Mo will still use it 
for breaks when they need 
to.

The changes are part of a move to pair 
wards under a single sergeant. The 

number of neighbourhood inspectors 
has been cut to two – one north and 
one south Hackney – from four. There 
has been an increase in the number of 

dedicated ward officers 
(DWO) to 30 from 21.

Hackney will have six large 
“problem solving teams” 
available to deal with any 
issue raised by local teams.

Chief Inspector Ian 
Simpkins gave the details  
in an email to the chairs 
of neighbourhood police 
panels: “I am an advocate of 
local policing and will fight 
for it to remain a priority …  I 
am confident this restructure 
is a real step forward in our 

ability to deliver quality local policing.”

Paul Bolding

Safer Neighbourhood Team changes

Sgt Emily Burbeck

Transport - continued from page 2

De Beauvoir will be affected by 
Transport for London plans to redesign 
Highbury Corner, closing three roads 
and the west side of the junction and 
making traffic two-way. Access to and 
from Canonbury Road from Highbury 
Corner – a route from there to De 
Beauvoir – would be restricted by right 
and left-turn bans.

The Highbury Corner bus stand would 
be removed and bus 277 would start and 
finish at Dalston Junction instead but 
a new N277 night bus would continue to 
use Balls Pond Road and terminate at 
Angel. Bus no 30 would have a slightly 

increased frequency but the net effect 
on services between Dalston and 
Highbury Corner has not been given.

In addition, up to 19 trees at Highbury 
Corner would be chopped down to 
widen the road, to be replaced by an 
unspecified number elsewhere including 
the pedestrian area newly created by 
closing the west side of the junction.

Go to https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/
roads/highbury-corner-roundabout  to 
respond to the consultation.

Paul Bolding
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Ceramics for souls
St Peter’s Church hosted its first 
artist-in-residence in November 2015. 
Hoxton-born Joanne Dorking, whose 
work includes drawing, sculpture, floral 
design and installation, graduated from 
Central Saint 
Martins with a BA 
in Ceramic Design 
in 2014. 

Joanne worked 
with anyone who 
wanted to take 
part (non-church-
goers welcome) 
on an installation 
reflecting on death 
and remembrance. 
She described it 
as ‘a collective 
prayer installation 
of fired earth 
remembrance 
circles in 
commemoration 
of those who 
have died – both 
those known to 
us personally 
and those killed 
in recent global 
conflicts’. Having lost my mother last 
year, I went along to take part as a 
chance to reflect.

Two workshops were held over the 
period of All Souls, and we were invited 
to make clay circles decorated with the 
name of and/or message to a departed 
loved one. 

It seems that All Souls’ Day was first 
instituted at Cluny in 993 CE to honour 
the departed, following All Saints the 
day before. “Hallowtide”, as the period 

was known, encompassed the more 
ancient and pagan festival of Halloween, 
and no doubt hoped to replace it. Where 
Halloween has continued and become 
increasingly commercialised, losing any 

connection with our 
own dead, this All 
Souls event took 
one back to a more 
thoughtful approach 
to death and loss.

My mother loved the 
natural world, and I 
used  seashells to 
press designs into 
the clay, and working 
with and talking to 
other people there 
was a comforting 
experience. 
More than 200 
clay circles were 
produced during 
the workshops, and 
once fired these 
were hung behind 
the altar.

Joanne fired the 
objects at low 

temperature to create a solid but 
impermanent material. The circles have 
therefore been made to disintegrate 
over time, paralleling the natural 
processes of decay and loss. 

There are plans for another artist in 
residence in September. Alison Clark 
will be working on a project called Sea 
Room - an island in the city, based on 
her landscapes of Orkney.

Kirsty Norman
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On Monday Feb 8th, Hackney Councillor 
Philip Glanville (Cabinet Member for 
Housing) held a first meeting with the 
De Beauvoir Estate Tenants and Resi-
dents’ Assocation, and on Thursday Feb 
11th, with the chairs of the Kingsland 
Conservation Area Advisory Commit-
tee and the De Beauvoir Asociation, to 
present early-stage proposals for devel-
opments on the De Beauvoir Estate; in 
particular two long sites fronting onto 
Downham Road. The following state-
ment has been provided by the Mayor’s 
Office:

Just to meet population growth, 1,758 
homes must be built in the borough 
every year, the equivalent of building 
a four or five-storey estate on nearly 
half of Hackney Marshes every year. 
This won’t happen of course, but it’s a 
striking way to illustrate the situation.  
With no government funding available, 
all the sites in the programme are likely 
to be mixed tenure (council rent, council 
shared ownership and council private 
sale to pay for the building of the other 
two). The rough split will be 35%, 35% 
and 30%, though this may vary depend-
ing on the options appraisal. 

Across the borough several sites on 
existing housing land have been identi-
fied where these new homes can be built 
- this is known as the Housing Supply 
Programme. No existing homes are be-
ing demolished, no green spaces will be 
built on, and there will be no loss of play 
space. All homes will be built and man-
aged by the Council, with a local lettings 
policy to help overcrowded households 
from nearby estates. Up to a quarter of 
the workforces employed on site will be 
local, drawn from the Council’s Ways 
Into Work jobs brokerage scheme, which 

will include the creation of apprentice-
ships. 

Amid the housing crisis, an arguably 
better use of non-residential structures 
is to build homes, with existing regis-
tered car parking being re-provided as 
necessary. 

Two sites on Downham Road, currently 
occupied by Hackney Homes depot 
premises, offer opportunities to restore 
active frontages to the road. Twenty-nine 
homes could be provided at the corner 
with Southgate Road and 19 homes 
by Fermain Court, both of course with 
designs that are sensitive to the existing 
heights and design quality of the local 
area. A further site at Balmes Road, 
another depot between two blocks, will 
be looked at later in the programme, 
with potential designs shaped by the 
residents of those two blocks and other 
nearby residents. 

The vision for the De Beauvoir Estate 
and its surrounding area is to not only 
make better use of sites like the depots, 
but also to address some long-overdue 
estate improvement works through a 
separately-funded, borough-wide suc-
cessor to Decent Homes, known as the 
Hackney Investment Programme.

A report authorising only further study 
of what can be delivered goes before 
Cabinet on 29 February. After this, 
architects can be employed, further con-
sultation with local residents and other 
key stakeholders can be initiated, and 
design proposals worked on collectively 
– watch this space. 

Tom Dewey, Support Officer – Mayor’s 
office, London Borough of Hackney

New homes for the Estate?
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Discovering Cleo
The overwhelming conclusion from 
talking to actress and blues singer 
Cleo Sylvestre is that she is torn, as 
a highly sociable person, between the 
companionship of being part of a theatre 
company and the ability to control her 
own destiny as a one-woman show or 
performing with her blues band.

Cleo, 70 though it’s hard to believe it, 
moved to the area in 1977. She and 
her husband Ian were initially Jeremy 
Hornsby’s lodgers in De Beauvoir Road, 
later moving to Ufton Road, where Cleo 
still lives.

“We completely fell in love with the 
area … that got us hooked. I like the 
community … I like the wide streets; I 
like the light, the greenness.”

Many people will know Cleo as the face 
of the Rosemary Branch pub theatre’s 
box office along with business partner 
Cec Darker. They are celebrating their 
20th anniversary this year. 

The partnership began soon after Ian 
died in 1995. Cec had acquired the pub 
and was teaching at the Central School 
of Ballet. “Somebody else was running 
the theatre. She said ‘I am fed up with 
teaching dance, fed up with the way the 
theatre is being run.  Why don’t you and I 
try and run it together?’ That’s basically 
how it happened.”

Cleo’s performing career had started in 
music and as a young woman she was 
friendly with the Rolling Stones. She 
released a single of the Phil Spector 
song To Know Him is to Love Him in 1964 
on which the Stones played the backing, 
but it was the Teddy Bears’ original 
version that became a hit. The producer 

of that single, Andrew Loog Oldham, 
also the Stones’ producer, wanted Cleo 
to make other records but it was not to 
be and she pursued her acting career.

Cleo talks of what might have been. 
“Brian [Jones], when he left the Stones 
[in 1969], went to Morocco and when he 
came back he rang me up. He was very 
enthusiastic about all the 
musicians he had heard. 
This was way back before 
what we term as World 
Music … He said ‘I am 
getting together a new 
band and I would love you 
to  sing in it.’”

“I just said ‘Oh Brian 
don’t be silly.’ And three 
weeks later he was dead. 
I always felt slightly: ‘Oh 
God. I wish I had taken 
him more seriously.’ 
Not that it would have 
changed anything.”

Cleo’s West End acting 
debut was at Wyndham’s 
Theatre in Wise Child 
(1967) by Simon Gray, 
in which she starred 
alongside Sir Alec Guinness and was 
nominated most promising new actress. 
She was the first black actress in a 
leading role at the National Theatre, 
in The National Health (1969) by Peter 
Nichols. A string of other credits 
followed. The list of Cleo’s TV and film 
appearances is as long as your arm. 
Television credits include Ken Loach’s 
Up the Junction (1965) and Cathy Come 
Home (1966), the gritty work about 
homelessness that changed the face of 
drama on television. She was in Poor 
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Cow (1967), and also made appearances 
in the original Till Death Us Do Part, 
Z-Cars, Callan, Doctors and many more.

Among the acting performances in 
Cleo’s early years was a role in the ITV 
soap Crossroads, in which she played 
Meg Richardson’s adopted daughter 
Melanie from 1970-72. “They would 
write me into Crossroads for the time 
that I had off between appearing at the 
National,” she says.

Among the greats she 
has worked with, who 
stands out? “Alec 
Guinness, probably 
because it was my first 
show. I was young and 
green and he was so 
supportive and kind. I 
just loved watching him 
in rehearsal. I learned a 
lot from him”.

Having worked with 
Jude Law in a 1999 short 
film which he directed, 
she has maintained 
that contact. “We were 
casting Rochester 
[in Jane Eyre] at the 
Rosemary Branch. I 
bumped into him at The 
Young Vic and said: 
‘You don’t want to play 

Rochester at the Rosemary Branch 
do you?’” We can assume he politely 
declined. ”That would have been a 
coup,” says Cleo.

She has a long-running one-woman 
show playing Mary Seacole, a mixed-
race nurse who worked behind the lines 
in the Crimean War to offer succour 
to wounded servicemen. Cleo wrote 
the play for the Florence Nightingale 
Museum and has performed the role 
over the best part of a decade in places 

as diverse as hospital canteens, 
churches, the House of Lords and 
at the National Portrait Gallery in 
front of Seacole’s portrait. It returns 
to the Rosemary Branch for three 
performances in March.

“I am such a company person, I love 
being in a company and it is very odd 
doing a one-woman show. You’ve got 
no gossip in the dressing room. You sit 
there by yourself. I miss all that.”

Cleo has also enjoyed working in radio. 
“There are no barriers except vocal 
barriers. It doesn’t matter what you look 
like, how tall you are, as long as you can 
produce the goods. It can take you to all 
sorts of places. As a child I was brought 
up listening to the radio.”

She loves the audience feedback and 
talks fondly of the play her daughter Zoe 
wrote about Cleo’s mother’s early years 
and which she performed for a few days 
in a south London theatre. 

She also finds time in a busy schedule 
to be an Independent Custody Visitor, 
a role that means checking up on the 
way detainees being held in police 
cells are treated, in her case mostly 
in Stoke Newington. “I wanted to do 
some voluntary work and because I 
am freelance I did not want to commit 
myself to something regular. You go in 
pairs and arrange the times between 
yourselves. It’s doing something for the 
community.”

They find fewer irregularities than she 
had expected. “Things have changed. 
I am sure if I had been visiting Stoke 
Newington 20 years ago it would have 
been very different. They are making 
an effort to treat people fairly. I have 
seen some pretty awful things that the 
detainees have done - dirty cells.”
Continued on page 12



For several years now, St Peter’s Church 
has been part of the CARIS (Christian 
Action and Response in Society) Night 
Shelter network.  Seven churches, on a 
rota, offer an evening meal, overnight 
accommodation, breakfast, and hot 
showers, to 15 or 16 homeless people 
each night from January to March. 

Now, as the wonderful long-standing 
co-ordinator, 
Judith Hale, is 
handing over, 
and as I step 
gingerly into 
her role, it is 
a moment to 
thank everyone 
for what has 
been achieved 
so far. The 
contribution of 
the people of 
De Beauvoir 
and areas 
nearby is 
enormous.  So huge, in fact, that it 
is impossible to mention volunteers 
and donors by name.  Hundreds have 
helped; some have planned and 
cooked delicious and varied meals, 
often enlisting the help of their entire 
family.  They have made and unmade 
beds, and cleaned showers.  They have 
stayed overnight and entertained and 
socialized with guests.  Some have 
helped with breakfast shifts, starting 
well before daylight.  Occasionally, with 
tact, firmness and charm, they have 
defused disputes.  

Since a guest once told Judith that the 
worst thing about being on the streets 
was never feeling clean, a band of 
volunteers have taken home clothes 

to wash, returning them clean and 
dry the next morning.  When they are 
thanked for any of these contributions, 
volunteers frequently respond, ‘Oh, I 
love doing it.’

Thousands of pounds have been 
raised, sometimes by people who have 
undertaken exciting and hair-raising 
activities!  Volunteers, including some 

very  young, have 
sung carols, 
made cards and 
rattled collection 
boxes.  People 
have given food, 
toiletries, and 
clothing. Local 
restaurants 
and shops have 
donated food 
and provided 
complete meals.

The response of 
the guests has 

been touching.  The 2015 Caris report 
includes this about a guest who was 
with us last year:  ‘She talks fondly of 
the volunteers and other guests that 
came and went while she was a guest 
at the shelter….the churches and 
people who gave her non-judgemental 
kindness, warmth and understanding.” 

Last year, Caris night shelters were 
open for 90 nights. They accommodated 
88 guests,  77 men and 11 women, and 
volunteers contributed 6,268 hours of 
their time. St. Peter’s Night Shelter is 
open on Monday nights.

liz Kohler
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Night shelter: thank you, De Beauvoir

Guests receive a hot meal (PIcture: Patrick Gorman)



9

Celebrated architect
Fiona Darbyshire looks at how a leading 
architect left his mark on De Beauvoir by 
designing the Kingsgate Estate.

The northeast corner of De Beauvoir 
suffered serious bomb damage in the 
early part of World War II.  In the block 
bounded by Tottenham, Buckingham, 
Stamford and De Beauvoir roads at 
least 14 properties were beyond repair 
and many seriously damaged.  By May 
1941, 2,490 houses out of 37,859 in the 
Metropolitan Borough of Hackney had 
been destroyed and there were 2,983 
remaining which required more than first 
aid repairs.  Since 1920 Hackney had 
built some 2,000 
dwellings and in 
the 20 years after 
the war it built 
another 5,530 of 
which about half 
were completed 
by the Council’s 
own labour force.  
During the post 
war period, 
local authorities 
had powers of 
redevelopment 
which allowed 
them to build 
where bombing 
had taken place and also to compulsorily 
purchase land.

The Kingsgate Estate on Tottenham 
Road was designed by Frederick 
Gibberd in conjunction with George 
Downing, the borough engineer.  It 
comprises three terraces of maisonettes 
and a block of flats built around a central 
square.  Built in 1958-61, the terraces 
have pitched roofs running from front 
to back with a pediment on the front 

façade. The ground floor maisonettes 
have private gardens and the flats in the 
11 storey tower range from studio to two 
bedrooms.  

Frederick Gibberd, born in 1908, was 
one of the most respected architect 
planners of the 20th century.  His first 
collaboration with George Downing was 
the Somerford Estate on Shacklewell 
Road; completed in 1949 it was the 
first example of mixed development of 
flats and houses in England.  He also 
designed The Beckers on Rectory Road 
in Stoke Newington.  Gibberd was 
not only concerned with buildings but 

with the space 
between them 
and displayed a 
notable talent 
for landscape 
design.  This 
was particularly 
evident in his 
work on Harlow 
New Town in 
Essex for which 
he was principal 
architect and 
planner from 
1946 to 1972.  

Gibberd 
undertook 94 major projects during his 
architectural career.  These included the 
Terminal Buildings 1-3 and St George’s 
Chapel at Heathrow Airport, the Roman 
Catholic Cathedral in Liverpool, power 
stations at Hinckley Point and Didcot, 
the Derwent and Keilder reservoirs, 
the Intercontinental Hotel at Hyde 
Park Corner and the London Mosque in 
Regent’s Park.  He was knighted in 1967 
and died at his home in Harlow in 1984.

The Kingsgate Estate maisonettes (Photo: Paul Bolding) 
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Food from a float

If you’ve passed St Peter’s church on a 
Thursday or Friday, you may have seen 
people going down to the sheds behind 
the crypt and emerging with mysterious 
bulging bags. So who are they and what 
are they doing?

They are all members of Growing Com-
munities’ organic fruit and veg scheme. 
St Peter’s is one of 15 collection points 
around Hackney, 
where altogether 
about 950 house-
holds collect tasty 
bags of fresh pro-
duce every week. 
About 50 people 
collect from here.

Growing Com-
munities is an 
award-winning 
social enterprise 
set up 20 years ago 
in Stoke Newington 
to change the food 
system “one carrot 
at a time”. It supports local, small-scale, 
organic family farms by giving farmers a 
guaranteed income and paying them fair 
prices. 

It also runs Hackney’s all-organic 
farmers’ market – every Saturday at 
St Paul’s Church in Stoke Newington. 
Local organic and biodynamic farmers 
sell veg, fruit, meat, milk, eggs, cheese, 
wild fish and mushrooms, while food 
producers from Hackney and nearby sell 
cakes, pickles, pies, brunches and much 
more – all made with ingredients from 
the farmers. 

Growing Communities has also set up 
two small urban farms, where it grows 
Hackney Salad and other fruit and veg 
for the bag scheme. The Patchwork Farm 
is made up of 12 small sites around 
Hackney, including market gardens in 
Clissold and Springfield Parks; Dagen-
ham Farm is a 1.8 acre site a little fur-
ther out of town. Growing Communities 
trains new growers, who can then take 

on a patchwork 
site of their own. 

The “Grown 
in Dagenham” 
project started 
in January with 
funding from 
the Big Lottery. 
It trains local 
residents in food 
growing and prep-
aration – includ-
ing making Da-
genham Ketchup 
– enabling them to 
make a living from 

food. 

As a not-for-profit, Growing Communi-
ties ploughs any surplus it makes back 
into its projects – including mentoring 
other community groups to set up simi-
lar veg schemes. So the more income 
they can generate from the veg scheme 
and farmers’ market, the more they 
can create a better food system that is 
fairer, kinder and more sustainable.

To find out more or join the veg scheme, 
visit Growing Communities’ website: 
http://www.growingcommunities.org/
organic-veg-scheme/.

Maisie the milk float delivers the goods..
(Photo: Pietro Chelli)
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Christmas 2015 may have come and 
gone but thanks to the £1200 profit from 
the Christmas Fair that the De Beauvoir 
Association donated to Doctors of the 
World, the spirit of Christmas continues 
well into 2016.

We’ve been running the Christmas Fair 
for many years 
but this is the first 
time we’ve decided 
to crow about it. 
And with such a 
handsome profit, 
we’ve got plenty to 
crow about.

Each year we donate 
our entire profit 
to charity. Two 
years ago it was 
the Night Shelter 
that’s hosted 
every January 
to March in St 
Peter’s Crypt. Last 
year we sent the 
money to Makeni, a town in Sierra 
Leone struggling to deal with the Ebola 
crisis that hit West Africa. Thanks to 
local actor, Cleo Sylvestre, we had a 
connection with Makeni, which was why 
we sent the money there. And this year 
we chose Doctors of the World, who, 
among other things, are doing amazing 
work helping the migrants at Calais.

But as well as donating our profit to 
charity, the Christmas Fair offers an 
opportunity to many local businesses 
– and a few from farther afield – to 
showcase their wares and make some 
profit of their own.

Stallholders range from sellers of 
Christmas cards, jewellery, toys and 

garden plants to people who will 
shamelessly ply you with locally made 
honey, candles and cake, as well as 
foods from Palestine and the Basque 
Country.  All in all, the Christmas Fair 
is the perfect place for buying presents, 
whether for a new baby, a teenager, a 
friend or partner or an elderly relative, or 

if you just fancy treating 
yourself.

What’s more, you can 
rest your legs during 
the day in our pop-up 
DBA café. This year the 
staff were led by Sam 
Hockman, who many of 
you may remember as 
Pimms stall manager 
extraordinaire at the 
DBA’s summer Party 
in the Park (proud 
mum talking here…) 
and girlfriend Hazel. 
Between them and their 
energetic volunteers, 
they served up cup after 

cup of steaming hot tea and coffee, 
cheese toasties and pizza to die for, plus 
an array of naughty-but-nice cakes and 
scones.

And the whole, busy event was tweeted 
and instagrammed like mad by Kathy 
Boyce.

But you don’t have to believe what 
I say. See for yourself at the next 
DBA Christmas Fair on Saturday 26 
November from 11am to 5pm in St 
Peter’s Crypt. But I must warn you – 
don’t eat before you come and definitely 
don’t start doing your Christmas 
shopping before then!

Hilary Mandleberg

The spirit of Christmas

Seller Tammy Donohue (l) and her daughter 
at the fair. Tammy kindly designed the fair 
poster too. (Photo: Kathy Boyce)
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Family-run auto 
diagnostic centre

Pre MOT checks & 
MOT servicing

20 years’ experience 
in car servicing

85A Balls Pond Road, London N1 4BL

Why not visit us? Or call:

020 7241 6782 or 
020 7923 2325

www.ballspondgarage.co.uk

Sound automobile advice at great prices
When you need one great location to cater for 
all of your auto repair and maintenance needs. 
Balls Pond Garage in De Beauvoir is your 
one-stop auto repair clinic.

Cleo - continued from page 7
The acting work keeps coming and Cleo 
has recently filmed an episode of the 
BBC1 daytime soap Doctors. “I am the 
guest lead so that was quite nice … I 
have got a new agent and I have had 
more work since I have been with her. 
It’s probably the age thing because I am 
now in the granny bracket.”

Cleo is clearly relishing her recent 
incarnation as blues singer Honey 
B Mama, performing at local venues 
regularly. “There will be more of Honey 
B in the future The plan is to go round  
blues festivals so I can hear all my 
heroes and get paid for doing it,” she 
says with a twinkle. “I enjoy so much the 
immediacy of it.”

Now it looks as if that connection with 
the Rolling Stones from the 1960s will 
come full circle. Brian Jones’s girlfriend 
from those days, Linda Lawrence, 
recently got in touch. Brian and Linda’s 
grandson Joolz is a blues guitarist, 
and he and Cleo are talking about 
performing together. “The plan is when 
he comes over from Ireland we are going 
to play together, and I feel the circle will 
be completed.”

So are Cec and Cleo headed for another 
20 years at the Rosemary Branch? Cleo 
is reluctant to spell it out but says: “It’s 
time for fresh blood. There will be an 
announcement fairly soon.”

Paul Bolding


