
Exhibition/talk by Hackney photographer
I’ve Lived in East London for 86 ½ Years: 

an exhibition of photos of Hoxton, and talk by Hackney author/ photographer, Martin Usborne
Wednesday 19 March, 7.30pm at the Proud Archivist

2-10 Hertford Road, London N1 5ET
Joseph Markovitch has left London only once to go to the seaside with his mother. He loves Nicolas Cage, 
has five sugars in his tea, would have married a 6’2” Hispanic woman but in the end had bad chest catarrh 

and never had a girlfriend.
Martin Usborne met Joe in summer 2007, and spent several months with him, photographing his life in 

Hoxton. 
-

Entry is free, and if you would like a voucher for 10% off dinner at the Proud Archivist on the same evening, 
tell one of the staff as you arrive that you are with the DBA.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Table Top Sale
Saturday 15 March, 11am - 4pm 

St Peter’s Church Crypt, at the junction of De Beauvoir Road and Northchurch Terrace
Bric-a-brac, vintage toys, clothes, jewellery, accessories, kitchen goods, records, DVDs, and books 

Tea and cakes Entry free
Why not have a clearout? Donate to the DBA or book a table

To book a table phone Kirsty on 020 7684 5811 or email info@debeauvoir.org.uk

The DBA and St Peter’s Community Partnership present a

Neighbourhood Feast
Saturday 10 May 2014 5.30-9pm

St Peter’s Church Crypt, at the junction of De Beauvoir Road and Northchurch Terrace
Come and share your favourite food or national dish.

Bring recipes to give away, decorate your table in national colours: have fun and be creative.
It’s to be a relaxed evening of sampling new tastes, meeting new people in our neighbourhood, forging 

new friendships or enjoying existing ones, with music. The event is free if you bring a dish to share. 
Water and fruit juices will be free. There will be a paying bar for wine and beer.

If you are interested in taking part by bringing food, or otherwise helping on the day, call Samantha on 
mobile: 07852 522049 or email info@debeauvoir.org.uk

De Beauvoir Ward is in line more funds from Com-
munity First, a government scheme to help com-
munity groups in deprived areas.  The total fund of 
£300,000 over a three year period ends in December 
this year.

A panel of local residents makes recommenda-
tions to government about whether or not projects 
should be funded. In return, the panel has to consult 
the local community in order to find out what sort of 
projects they want to see. 

At the DBA’s July 2013 Party in the Park, over 70 
people completed a survey about their priorities 
for the area. This year they want the panel to fund 
sporting projects especially ones that bring all ages 
together. Residents also wanted more social events 
and gardening projects - Community First has so far 
funded two gardening schemes.

Grants can be between £250 and £2500 and the 
panel is taking applications until Friday 7th March. 
So far, Community First in De Beauvoir has funded 
Hackney Pirates, (a volunteer scheme to help 
schoolchildren with reading), a slalom course in the 
Kingsland Basin for Canals in Hackney Users’ Group 
and Laburnum Boat Club, gardening schemes on 
the De Beauvoir and Hobbs Place Estates, and two 
projects on the Whitmore Estate, one involving IT 
skills and one for older residents, as well as a project 
in St Peter’s Crypt. 

Other applications are currently being considered 
and there is information on how to apply on the De 
Beauvoir Community First website 

http://debeauvoircommunityfirst.wordpress.com/

Fran Pearson                                                              DBA

COMMuNITy FuND DEADlINE NEARS

ww1 AppEAl
We would like to research some of the stories of De Beauvoir’s people as part of this year’s 
commemoration of the 100th anniversary of the start of World War One in 1914. If you are able 
to share information about anyone from the area who died in the war, please contact Amanda 
Davies on 020 7249 3316. 

At Currell we are proud to 
support our local community

Please join us in supporting the St Joseph’s Hospice 
Jumble Sale, on the 29th March from 10am-1pm at 

St Joseph’s on Mare Street.

To contact our hackney office for property advice or more in-
formation on how we assist local charities please email Brad 

at b.suter@currell.com or call 0207 2414111

311-313 Kingsland Rd, 
London, E8 4DL www.currell.com
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wIDE BENEFITS OF THE NIGHT SHElTER

It may have been a challenging 2013, but De 
Beauvoir’s night shelter is back bigger and better 
this year – helping transform lives and bringing the 
community closer together. 

St Peter’s has always been a key member of the 
Cold Weather Shelter Project, organised by the 
charity CARIS Islington (Christian Action & Response 
Society) and now in its 18th year. It is held between 
January and March - the 
coldest three months of 
the year – and St Peter’s 
is one of seven churches 
of all denominations that 
open their doors on a 
rotating basis each week, 
offering food, hospitality 
and a bed to homeless 
men and women. 

Some things have 
changed since last year, 
most notably, the crypt 
space. “2013 was our most 
challenging night shelter 
yet,” remembers Judith 
Hale, who helps organise 
St Peter’s offering on a 
Monday night/Tuesday 
morning, and got involved 
in the early 2000s as an 
occasional cook. 

“The crypt development 
was underway,” she 
continues, “and we 
had just one room for 
sleeping and eating, which 
meant we could only 
accommodate men as there was nowhere separate 
for women to stay. We also had no storage rooms, 
nowhere or nothing to cook on, and one toilet for 19 
guests and volunteers. We thought that was bad – 
then we had a flood!” 

Today, guests enjoy a meal and hot breakfast in the 
crypt’s transformed café space – described by one as 
‘like eating in a restaurant’. Alongside this, there are 
two large rooms which accommodate up to 20 men 
and six women, two state-of-the-art bathrooms, a 
brand new kitchen, and a Monday afternoon café 
serving up soup to guests before the shelter opens. 

But, for all the newness, many things about St Peter’s 
night shelter have remained the same. 

There is a thriving bunch of more than 100 

volunteers, aged from 17 to 80, who work on tasks 
ranging from setting up beds to serving breakfast. 

What’s also unchanged is the range of guests taking 
advantage of the shelter. “They’re young and old, 
men and women, from all sections of society and 
from right across the world,” says Judith. 

“We have had pianists, singers, artists, teachers; 
people with intelligence and a wide breadth of 

knowledge,” she continues. 
“Hearing their stories still 
shocks us. Time and again, 
we’re amazed at how 
the security of a family, 
a home and a job can be 
just a quick slip away from 
homelessness, destitution, 
and often prison.”

Much work is being done 
to prevent this at a local 
and national level, says 
CARIS Islington’s night 
shelter coordinator Mark 
Brennan, who works with 
government agencies 
and homeless charities 
throughout the year. 

One local charity making 
a difference is Pilion Trust, 
which gets to know the 
local homeless and their 
individual issues, and 
refers almost 50 per cent 
of Islington’s night shelter 
guests each year. Other 

referrals come from 30 
different agencies across 

London. 

In fact, work done with Islington’s homeless is often 
leading edge. It is the 14th most deprived local 
authority in the country, and fifth most deprived of 
London’s 32 boroughs, and government agencies 
and charities work together to reduce the number 
of homeless. 

‘No second night out’ is a government programme 
piloted in Islington and recently rolled out 
to boroughs across south and west London, 
Manchester, Bradford, Oxford and Birmingham. 

“Early intervention is crucial when it comes to 
someone new sleeping rough,” says Mark. “‘No 

second night out’ is about getting all the resources 
and contacts together for these people, and working 
very intensely with them to help them stay off the 
street.” 

But ‘new rough sleepers’ is just one of three 
homeless categories identified – there are also 
‘people who live on the street’ who, for a variety 
of reasons, prefer life this way. And ‘returners’ - 
people who find themselves in and out of prison 
or accommodation, and who cannot sustain a 
tenancy for many reasons, one of which is having an 
addiction. 

The biggest barrier to helping these people, 
according to Mark, is people giving them money. 
“Give money to a homeless charity rather than those 
begging on the street,” he advises. “The majority 
have homes but can make up to £200 a day there, 
which is then used on drugs, perpetuating the cycle 
and their chaotic lives.”

But, for all the good done by charities and agencies, 
night shelters now operate in 25 of London 
boroughs, and will always have a place in society 
because what they offer is unique. Compared to 
the more clinical approach often taken to solving 
homelessness, Mark explains, “Night shelters 
welcome people into an environment of hospitality 
as guests. These guests may want food and a bed, 
but often what they need is help believing and 
trusting in people again. When they see what we do 
for them each night, and meet the people involved, 
it’s a huge support to them.” 

It’s not just the homeless who benefit from 
nightshelters though – the community does too. 
“What we’re actually practising here is offering a 
network of support and community,” says Mark. 

www.carisislington.org; www.homelessuk.org 

Barbara Walshe                                                      DBA

Judith Hale (Picture: Barbara Walshe)
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NIGHT SHELTER - cont from page 2

The De Beauvoir Party in the Park has always had at 
its core the idea that activities for children should be 
free, so that it is financially accessible to all families, 
and we intend to continue this. Every year, we have 
also collected children’s books and toys from the 
very generous people of De Beauvoir, so that every 
child under 11(ish) at the Party can choose one book 
and one toy, also for free. It is hugely popular, as you 
can imagine, and we hope contributes in particular 
to all young children in the area having access to 
books.

We need two more people to help with collecting 
and sorting toys and books. The Party team has a lot 
of experience and can help with all the advertising 
and organisation, but we need extra hands over the 
coming months. It does take time, and you will need 
space for boxes, but you would be at the heart of a 
great local event.
The Party is on 5 July at 2 pm in De Beauvoir Square.
Please contact Kirsty on info@debeauvoir.org.uk or 
phone 020 7684 5811

pARTy IN THE pARk - HElpERS NEEDED

THE ROSEMARY BRANCH
2 Shepperton Road, N1 3DT
www.rosemarybranch.co.uk
Tel: 020 7704 6665  24-hour box office. 
The Forgetting and Remembering of Air - 25 Feb 
Riptide - 27 Feb to 2 March
Sprit Harbour - 6/7 March
Jane Eyre - 12-30 March
Wuthering Heights - 8-27 April

DE BEAUVOIR GARDENERS
www.debeauvoirgardeners.org.uk
The club meets in the crypt of St. Peter’s Church on 
the first Tuesday of the month at 8pm. 
AGM/Show and Tell -  4 March
Vertical Growing - 1 April

THE SCOlT HEAD
107A Culford Road
Every Monday 8:00 pm: pub quiz
Jazz with Peter Werth - 27 Feb

THE PROUD ARCHIVIST
2-10 Hertford Road
Every Tuesday 8:00 pm quiz
Many other events - http://www.theproudarchivist.
co.uk/whats-on/

THE ROSE lIPMAN COMMUNITY CENTRE
Open School East hosts a discussion about the 
architecture of the De Beauvoir Estate
Wednesday 26 February, 7pm
Tin Tin Room



MEET yOuR NEIGHBOuR - DAVID kINGSlEy OBE

After a long, varied and exciting career and with 
the sort of address book that journalists and culture 
vultures would die for, David Kingsley now lives 
quietly in De Beauvoir with his Dresden-born wife 
Gisela.

Despite his glittering career, David, 84, is now 
associated in most of our minds with the DBA Party 
in the Park. In the early days, he was the one with the 
dream that the party should be tailored for children 
and that it should have an educational element.

It was his idea to give a free toy and book to every 
child and for there to be story-reading sessions. 
Kathryn Moore, who was the public face of the Party 
as well as its organiser-in-chief in the early years, 
says David was the mastermind. 

He would come to planning meetings bursting with 
ideas and useful contacts. Thanks to him, the early 
parties included 
the Quicksilver 
Children’s 
Theatre, Circus 
Space, Discover: 
the Children’s 
Story-telling 
Centre, and 
Canine Partners, 
from whom 
children could 
learn that dogs 
aren’t only to be 
feared but can 
help people with 
disabilities. It 
was also David’s 
contacts in the 
world of music 
that brought in the Majestic Brass band.

David was born into a Baptist family in Wandsworth 
in 1929. He did his National Service in the Royal Air 
Force as a personnel officer. 

His RAF office happened to be in Aldwych, near 
the London School of Economics (LSE), so one day 
he went in and enrolled as student. Now he’s an 
honorary fellow of the LSE, where he was president 
of the Students’ Union and a governor for 40 years.

With a BSc in economics, David’s next steps were 
into the then relatively new industry of advertising 
and into politics in Essex. “Everyone in Canvey Island 
was involved in politics,” he said. 

His background in advertising and his left-wing 

politics meant it was no wonder that David was 
recruited to help the Labour Party wrest power from 
the Conservatives, who in 1964 had been in office 
for 13 years. 

He obviously proved his worth since Harold Wilson 
won the 1964 election – though with just a four-
seat majority. David’s marketing techniques clearly 
impressed and he was allowed to introduce two 
more high-flying advertising executives to No. 10. 
The result was Wilson’s “Three Wise Men”, David, 
Peter Lovell-Davis and Denis Lyons, who met 
Harold Wilson regularly. They became Britain’s first 
spin-doctors – predecessors of the likes of Peter 
Mandelson. 

David worked for the Labour Party from 1962 to 
1970, inventing the slogan “Yesterday’s Men” to 
describe the Tories during the 1970 election.  He 

helped Labour 
to win two out of 
three elections, 
which was no 
mean feat.

David never asked 
for a penny from 
his work with 
the Labour Party, 
but he still had 
to make a living, 
carving out a 
successful career 
in advertising.

In the year of that 
first Labour Party 
election win, 
David founded 

the advertising 
agency Kingsley, Manton and Palmer (KMP). His 
partners were Brian Palmer and Michael Manton. 
Michael handled the financial side of things since, 
according to Gisela, “creative people are no use with 
money”. 

KMP started small and without any financial backing, 
but grew quickly, taking on major clients like cruise 
line Cunard. David even got involved in fitting out 
the QE2. The company soon had a grand office in 
New York. As Gisela remarked, “They never thought 
small. Small was never in their minds. They did 
everything big and impressive.”

But by 1972, after taking over a number of smaller 
advertising agencies, they had perhaps got too 

David Kingsley (Picture by Carol Lee)

big. David had fallen out of love with KMP, saying 
that he had too much admin to do and they were 
employing too many people, so he left.

He started his own company, Kingsley & Kingsley, 
which went from strength to strength and attracted 
some big clients. 

Its campaigns included Orson Welles advertising 
Carlsberg lager – “Probably the best lager in the 
world” – in 1975. It started as a stroke of luck: Welles 
had approached David for work because he needed 
the money. That memorable Carlsberg slogan was 
used for a record-breaking 38 years.

David’s success enabled him to indulge in his other 
passions. His Baptist and political background meant 
that he was always involved in charity work. In 1967 
he came up with the hugely successful Salvation 
Army advertising slogan “For God’s sake care. Give 
us a pound.” 

His political work continued, too. In 1981, Shirley 
Williams, David Owen, Roy Jenkins and Bill Rodgers 
(the “Gang of Four”) asked him for help with their 
communications strategy. They had just launched 
the Social Democratic Party (SDP), the breakaway 
Labour group that eventually merged with the 
Liberal party and became today’s Lib-Dems. David 
squared this work with his Labour Party leanings by, 
as usual, not taking any money from the SDP.

A number of foreign politicians also approached him 
for help with electoral campaigns. One of these was 

Kenneth Kaunda, the first president of Zambia, who 
came to dinner one day while David and Gisela were 
living in Islington. The meal was obviously a success 
as Kaunda is now a firm friend.

But one of David’s star roles must surely have been 
in 1986, when he offered to help plan the Queen’s 
60th birthday celebrations. Thanks to him, 6,000 
children from all over the Commonwealth paraded 
up the Mall bearing daffodils flown in from Jersey.

This massive logistical task, together with all David’s 
charity and political work, was unpaid. Gisela has 
strong views on this, as anyone who knows her 
might imagine: “He has this funny idea that being 
paid takes away your independence, but I think it’s 
the other way round. As his accountant, I can’t agree 
with these silly ideas.”

With so many successes in his life, it seems hard to 
imagine that David can now be content with his 
relatively quiet life in De Beauvoir but he says he 
loves the area.  

His greatest pleasure now is clearly Gisela, whom 
he met in France in 1974. To use an overworked 
phrase, she’s clearly his rock. He has a twinkle in his 
eye whenever he speaks of her. They make a great 
couple and are obviously deeply in love. After a life 
in business and rubbing shoulders with the rich and 
famous, what more do any of us need? A loving wife, 
family, friends – and De Beauvoir.

Hilary Mandleberg                                                        DBA

plAyTIME wITH A puRpOSE

Making healthy smoothies, pizza and cupcakes 
was the focus of play sessions for local kids run in 
cooperation between St Peter’s Community Partner-
ship (SPCP) and the De 
Beauvoir Association.
We helped fund the ses-
sions held in the church 
crypt last summer for 
up to 15 children at a 
time aged between five 
and 12. The aim was to 
give them a new activity 
and at the same time 
introduce them to simple 
recipes that they could 
try at home.
They were run by the 
SPCP’s Claudia Turbet-Delof who said: “Children were 
delighted to have something to do outside their 

house. Many said they had not gone on holiday - 
some never have - and that they were bored and 
had watched too much TV.

She said the children prepared, 
cooked and tried everything they 
made. “It was fantastic to have 
such space with the facilities of 
the kitchen and the terrace where 
we gathered together to eat.
“Parents were grateful to have 
somewhere safe to drop their kids 
for the activities.”
There are funds left over for 
further youth sessions which may 
be held later this year. “This is the 
start of what we hope to build up 

to be regular safe and engaging ac-
tivities available for kids in the community,” Claudia 
said.                                                                                   PB

Proud of their work - children at a play session

DAVID KINGSLEY - cont from page 3

Continued on page 6
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and called him “lord of the manor”. 
An 1895 directory that shows a service was 
held at the hall at 7 pm on Thursdays and 
evensong on Sundays. It was linked to St 
Peter’s church and served by its clergy.
Sometime after World War Two the Mission 
Hall was apparently sold by the church. It 
would also have been demolished in the next 

application from the present owner, in 2007. 
That proposal would have allowed houses 
to be built on the site as well as turning the 
Boris building into homes with a commercial 
development on the site behind. That 
application was withdrawn.
The main, red-brick building is part of 
Britain’s illustrious manufacturing past. It 
was opened in 1913 for an Exeter-based 
engineering company, Willeys, Britain’s biggest 
manufacturer of gas meters. It expanded into 
forging and making bridge components and, 
in World War One, munitions. 
Plans for the De Beauvoir works were drawn 
up for Willeys in 1912 by Gordon Wilson and 
Co, a west London firm of architects and 
surveyors. They reflect a prosperous company 
that was prepared to spend money on an 
imposing façade for what was little more than 
a manufacturing works. The legend ‘Willey & 
Co Engineers’ appears modestly above the 
left-hand door, compared to the huge ‘Boris 
Limited’ sign now across the second storey. 

The factory made and repaired gas meters 
and in World War Two was turned over to war 
production, making fuel tanks for aircraft. 

Willeys still owned the works in 1947 when 
it made plans to expand into the adjacent 
gardens of 26–28 De Beauvoir Square. It isn’t 
clear when it sold the factory but by 1968 
it was owned by Newcraft Ltd, who made 
furniture there and called it ‘Butilux Works’.  
Newcraft also used the name Westminster 
Office Furniture and had showrooms in Baker 

Street. A company called L Marcus Ltd 
also operated from the works in the 
1960s and made Butilux furniture. It’s 
also unclear when the adjacent mission 
hall became part of the same property. 
Recent planning applications for the 
site have been made in the name of an 
offshore company that is connected 
to Boris Bags. That company uses part 
of the works as storage for the bags, 
which arrive in containers from the 
Far East every few weeks. The rest 
is derelict, though the mission hall 
housed a large injection moulding 
machine that was meant to make 
rigid suitcases. It is thought few were 
produced and the machine was sold to 

Pakistan several years ago. 
The latest planning application in 2010 
would have allowed the main building at 
the front and the mission hall to be restored 
for commercial use, but as with the previous 
plans, the original factory with its distinctive 
glass saw-tooth roof, together with some later 
additions, was to be demolished. Nine houses 
would have been built on that land. 
It is thought that this application, which was 
approved by Hackney’s planning committee 
in 2010, has lapsed because it was not final 
without payment of “Section 106” funds – so-
called planning gain that councils can demand 
on large applications. Other conditions would 
also have had to be met, including beginning 
construction within three years.
Neither of the two buildings - the mission hall 
and Boris Ltd - is nationally or locally listed, 
although the Boris building was named one of 
the top five historical sites in Hackney by the 
Daily Telegraph in August 2012.
Mr Bitran did not respond to an email seeking 
comment on the future of the building.

Paul Bolding                                                 

BORIS SITE IN THE BAlANCE

DBA
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Hardly a month goes by without the DBA 
getting an inquiry about the “Boris” site in 
Hertford Road. Some see it as an ideal place 
for an artists’ studio and gallery, others as 
a school.  It is occasionally the target of 
squatters. and is probably home to some of 
the area’s many foxes.
Thought to be the largest undeveloped site 
in De Beauvoir, the fate of the 100-year-old 
factory and the associated Victorian mission 
hall is uncertain after planning permission 
granted in 2010 was apparently never 
formalised and would now have lapsed.
We understand the owner, Eli Bitran, has 
turned down offers for the site as recently 
as last year. He owns Boris Bags, a luggage 
wholesaler in Hackney Road, and uses the 
Hertford Road location as storage.
The first in a recent series of planning 
applications, in 2005, would have demolished 
the mission hall but preserved the Boris Ltd 
frontage and created 62 apartments and some 
commercial storage in a development up to 
five storeys high. It was strongly opposed by 
local residents and was rejected by Hackney 
Council. The applicant lost an appeal.
The mission hall itself, now semi-derelict 
and partly hidden behind a small electricity 
substation, was the pride of De Beauvoir when 
it was opened in 1887 as an adjunct to St 
Peter’s Church, apparently to serve its poorer 
parishioners.
Construction cost £3,000 and was funded 
by local landowner Richard 
Fellowes Benyon, who 
opened the mission hall at a 
ceremony attended by the 
Bishop of Bedford, according 
to a report in the Reading 
Mercury. 
The newspaper, local to 
Englefield House in Berkshire 
where the Benyon family still 
live, is fulsome in its praise for 
Benyon as “a kind-hearted and 
liberal gentlemen who recognises the axiom 
that property carries with it duties as well 
as rights and who is constantly engaged in 

promoting some good and charitable object”. 
Benyon told the audience the building had 
been made necessary because of the increase 
in population of the area, even though St 
Peter’s Church had been extended five years 
before.
Benyon had suggested building a second 
church but there were difficulties in dividing 
the parish for ecclesiastical purposes, the 
paper said. After consultation … “Mr Benyon 
resolved upon building a Hall, which has been 
designated a Mission Hall, its mission to bring 
the poor, working people of the parish within 
its walls, where they might not only spend 
a portion of the little leisure they have in 
wholesome recreation but where, moreover, 
they would have frequent opportunities of 
joining in Divine worship”.
The design was by Scottish architect Richard 
Armstrong, who did other work for the 
Benyon Estate. The hall, with a strong gable 
end facing the street, could accommodate 
400 people and “seats would be free”.  It was 
common in the 19th century to rent a pew, 
churchgoers paying up to 30 shillings a year.
As well as services, the building was to be used 
for “amusements of an elevating character 
such as concerts, addresses, lectures on 
history, biography and other kindred subjects,” 
said Benyon. Nothing unseemly or undesirable 
was to be permitted.
The lengthy newspaper report described the 
interior of the hall as “bright and pleasing” 

and said it had a solid wood floor and perfect 
acoustics.
The bishop thanked Benyon for his generosity 


