
'as 
Asda, the superstore giants of 
the North, are planning to Ol?en 
up shon within a carrot's throw 
of Ridley Road. Plans for a 
70,000 sq. ft. development on 
the old British Railwavs site at 
Dalston Junction are currently on 
display at the Hackney Planning 
Department. in City Road. 

The proposal, prepared jOintly 
by Asda and British Railways, 
includes provision for landscaped 
areas and a pedestrian mall link
ing Ridley Road with the store's 
500 capacity car park. Overspill 
parking and increased traffic woule 
seem to be the biggest fears De 
Beauvoir residents face from the 
scheme. Another possible 
stumbling block could be finding 
suitable alternative locations 
for existing facilities like the 
lorry park. Interestingly, the 
onus is on the developers to 
propose suitable alternatives. 

If planning permission is granted 
- as seems likely at the time of 
going to press - the store could 
be open for business within a year. 
The development is part of an 
overall scheme to turn Da~ston 
into the mecca of East End 
shoPping over the next decade. 
According to the Borouah Plannin~ 
Department, the area earrr.arked for 
special attention is the triangle 
formed b y Gillett Street and 
Cecilia Road in the north and 
Stamford Road in the south. 

In fact, a new Borough Plan is 
being drawn up to secure the 
statutory changes required to 
switch the emphasis from 
residential to retailinq 
development. A s p okesman for 
the department stressed that 
none of the schemes under 
consideration would involve 
a wholesale bulldozing of the 
area. "liVe see it :r-ather as 
an organic development aimed 
at ensuring the continued 
economic health of Dalston Town 
Centre " , he said. 
The presence of Asda is, of 
course, the kind of maqnet 
that might well attract other 
major developments. Though 
nothing new to Britain as a 
whole, the concent of hvnerstore 
shoppinq is still forei;n to 
most Londoners. Pirst imaaine 
a sinqle store the size of 
T'I7embl~y football pitch sellinq 
everythin~ from yocrhurt to 
la~>lnmowers. Then imag ine that 

everythin~ in that store has the 
lowest orice tao. in tOl.-m. 

That in essence is what shoDPinq 
at Asda is all about. As a . 
policy, they never run special 
price offers or promotions. You 
can walk into any Asda store from 
John O'Groats to Land's End and 
pay exactly the same price for 
every item in your shopping 
basket. 

The environmental price for 
havinq Asda on your doorstep 
is arGuably somewhat higher. It 
is no secret that the Leeds-based 
qiants have found plannina 
permission in the South hard to 
come by. So far, the closest 
thev have ant to Central London 
is their site at Park Royal near 
Harlesden. 

Then there is the question of how 
their a ggressive pricina will 
affect local traders. As 
recentlv reported in the Hacknev 
Gazette, feelings amoncr 
stallholders in ~idley Road are 
decidedlv mixed. ~t Sainsburys 
in Kingsland High Street, the 
reac~ion was tight-lipped: 

J s a 
"We always 1>lelcome competition" 
was their official comment. 

Philip ~itzman, manager of 
Marks & Spencer and president 
of Hackney & Tower Ham.lets 
Chamber of Commerce, was rather 
more forthcoming. Hackney, he 
claimed, was in need of one 
thriving shoDPing centre. But 
any o.evelopment should begin with 
improvements to the environment. 

"Private investors today have a 
duty to contribute towards the 
community they're cominO' into'; , 
he commented. 

As an example, he cited a joint 
scheme between the Dalston 
Tradersll.ssociation and Free Form 
- a local arts coop erative - to 
give a face lift to the Kingsland 
Hiah Street en0. of Ridley Road. 

0ne thing is certain, we can 
expect to see a radical chanae 
to the face of Dalston ~own 
over the next few years. ' \lhether 
this change will be to the 
benefit of local residents as 
well as East End shoppers remains 
to be seen. ROGER NOKES 

DE BEAUVOIR SCHOOLS 
LOSE THEIR HEADS 

Miss Elizabeth Doak (left) ,head of De Beauvoir Junior School for the past 9 years, 
is leaving to become head of Dulwich Hamlet Junior School in South London. "This 
is a cracking great " ('hool , "said Miss Doak , "I have a marvellous staff and the kids 
are wonderful, but I was becoming a bi t too settled and fel tit was time to move on." 

De Beauvoir Infants School will also lose its head when Miss J.C. Clinch retires 
after 12 years. "I've enjoyed my time here enormously but I was detennined to retire 
while I still had the energy to do something useful," said Miss Clinch who intends 
to take up voluntary work in Barnet where she now lives and to extend her church 
activities. 

The De Beaver wishes both heads good luck in their new ventures. 

Story and pictures: BARBARA NOKES 

Next stop, Dalstan [Kingsland] 
British Rail has recently begun 
the construction of a ne'.>T station 
at Kingsland, on the North London 
Line. Historically the site, 
which is situated between 
Kingsland and Boleyn Roads, 
was previously a station althouqh 
this was closed over 100 years 
ago. 

Facilities will consist of 
Eastbound and Westbound ~latforms 
with simple shelters, a ticket 
office and a booking hall. 
Access will be from Kingsland 

Road via a footbridge, and a 
half-hourly service between 
Camden Road and Woolwich will be 
offered. This new station will 
be called Dalston (Kingsland). 

The G.L.C. are meeting the full 
cost of providinq the station, 
which would incidentally seem to 
fit into British qail's lona
term plans, involving the closure 
of Broad Street station in the 
short-term (to be renlaced by a 
temnorary station 600 yards north 
at Worshin Street) and later 

the closure of the line south 
of Dalston Junction. 
B.~. intend that trains to the 
City will eventually be routed 
into a rebuilt Liverpool Street 
Station via Bethnal Green, and 
of course the new Kingsland 
Station, journey times being 
increased by roughly eight 
minutes between Dalston and the 
City. This costly plan, which 
is the sublect of much debate, 
will take at least 10 years to 
put into effect. 

l,-LAN J BUTLER 
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UPDATE+++ 
4t The old Metropolitan 
Hospital is now set to be 
turned into craftworkshops, 
as re?orted in the last . 
De Beaver" In February 
Hackney Council agreed that, 
subject to the acceptance of 
final terms, silversmith 
~Uchael Murray and the craft 
association (A.C.T.S.) would 
become lessees of the Kingsland 
Road building and the former 
Nurses' Home. The 136 Nursery 
and S.L.U.G. (the short life 
housing group) will remain 
in the Nurses' Home. 

4t Plans are going ahead to 
redevelop the Dalston Ode on 
site into a precinct of 
small shons with associated 
offices. 

4t Proposals to use the multi
storey car park in the New Town 
for parking new cars prior to 
their sale will be the subject 
of a public meeting to be held 
bv the Council's Planning 
Department. 

4t 66 Southqate Road is being 
renovated to become residential 
and commercial accomodation for 
one tenant and not being 
demolished by the council to 
make easier access to 1A 
Southqate Grove. 

4t The counci l' s Planning Dep
artment has received committee 
approval to take enforcement 
action against Starinease/ 
Zeller's Carpets at 80A 
Mortimer Road to force them 
to ston usinq the premises as 
a retail carpet warehouse. 

UPDATE+++ 
4t Circle 33 Housing Associ
ation have received approval 
from the Housing Corporation 
to convert the old vicarage 
in Mortimer Road into a 
hostel for the mentally 
handicapped. Work will start 
soon. 

4t Work has started on tree 
and shrub planting around 
most of the road closures 
followincr interest shown 
by residents in the scheme 
for imoroving De Beauvoir's 
environment outlined in the 
last issue of De Beaver. 
The money came from the 
council's housinq funds. 

4t Hackney councillors 
are to be asked to ap~ly 
to the G.L.C. so that 
changes in the names of 
roads affected by the 
closures can be brought 
into effect. 
The list - agreed in 1975 
and reapproved by the 
G.I.A. Residents' Committee 
recently - is: 

STRATFIELD - Northchurch Road 
between CuI ford and Southgate 
Roads. 
WESTCHURCH - Northchurch Road 
between De Beauvoir and 
Culford Roads. 
LAWFO~D - Culford Road between 
Downham and Northchurch Roads. 
GARDINE~S - Morti~er Road 
between Downham Road and De 
Beauvoir Sauare. 

Confinuedpage4,Col2 



'here has all the 
loney gone? 
tIS CROWFOOT, secretary of the 
! Tenants' Association asks 
:kney Counci 1. 

a full council meetin9 on 
,ruary 24, it was announced 
It council rents would be 
:reased by an average of £2.50 
reek. ~~.ost tenants will be 
;ing what they get for that 
~y. I'm sure ten~nts of De 
luvoir would like to know. 
~re have been a lot of 
rironmental improvements in De 
luvoir this year, but most are 
Ld for by the Partnershie 
fey provided by central 
rernment. The tenants would 
,e to know what comes of the 

IISS PRINTS by HILAPY 
HOCKMAN 

~ glad to say that it is not 
~y the De Beaver and The 
~rdian that have misprints in 
am . A recent newsletter from 
~ Chairman of the Friends of 
~ Geffrve Museum announced 
:it, on May 22, experts \V'ould 
I at the r-1useum for its Antiques 
~uation Open Day. People were 
vited to bring their own 
kses sions along and "six 
~erts from Phillies ,,,ill be 

revenue for repairs. For inst
ance, it has corne to the notice 
of the '72 Tenants' Association 
that the council has not bou9ht 
any new stock for central heatin9 
for the last year at least. But 
they carry out conversions on 
other estates so they are usin9 
the narts they take out for renair 
on this estate. Is that value 
for money? I think not - so 
where is the money spent? 

LEGAL ADVICE AND WELFARE 
~IGHTS ~T THE UFTON COMMUNITY 
CENTRE 
The Ufton Community Centre is 
nlanning FREE Leqal Advice 
and Welfare Rights Sessions. 
If you are interested in 
helning and have any training 
that would be useful, elease 
contact Meredith or Jennie on 
254 2941 or Murrell on 
249 4358. 

there to assess the value of your 
favourite treasurers". 
Our favourite treasurer is most 
definitely John Gibson who works 
tirelessly, not only for De 
Beaver, but also for the De 
Beauvoir Association and for the 
Ufton Community Centre. I think 
even the experts from Phillips, 
the auctioneers, would find it 
difficult to assess his value. 
Many thanks, John, for all your 
hard work, and fnr warning all 
of us when we are slip~ing into 
the red. 

!Sl\I~I~"~'Y rl'111\ 'TI~I .. 
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99 SOUTHGATE ROAD N.I. 359-8181 

Agents for all the major tour operators. 

Independent holidays a~ranged. 
We pride ourselves on a personal service. 

Pop in and talk things over or pick up the phone. 

We're open Monday to Friday 9.30 to 5.00 

I.IUIU .. II " " " " " ,OJnJlII' II II " " , , UJ.IJ.U ___ 
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1I""'_"'~It;orner of Mortimer Rd. 
and Downham Rd.' 

All Types of .: 
loors Supplied &Laid ::-

. ? :~:. 
:' , " 

c!Pasadena 

@ocoa 

~oom8 

Fireplaces 
& 

Pine Furniture 
'-"':::-}~ied5 of &f1't, 

-e4iHC< tC, §laH. 

48A&50 
Balls Pond Rd 

Tel:-2494944 

We have enough food, resources, and know-how for everyone on the planet 
to be nutritionally self-sufficient from now on. 

hunger can be ended-
In fact, if just one-seventh of the world's yearly expenditures 
on alcohol and tobacco were allocated to supporting food self-sufficiency, 
we could end world hunger by the end of the century. 

The worldwide com",!itment to end hunger begins within you. 

nat can you do about this? Contact The Hunger Project, 77 Cromwell Road, SW7 01-3739003 

SOUTHGATE ROAD EYESORE 
A row of boarded-u~ houses is 
always an eyesore. Why can't 
something be done about it? Even 
more annoying when something 
could be done, and isn't. For 
some time Bents Plant Hire have 
wanted to do up the four houses 
next to their premises at 81/82 
Southgate Road, and also extend 
their building, offering 
employment perhaQs to one or two 
additional peOPle. 

These houses belong to the G.L.C., 
who have been less than heleful 
over the weeks and months that 
have passed. In the words of 
a Bents spokesman, they ans~"er 
letters, but they don't reply. 
Bents estimate that they could 
get another eight units of 
housing out of the four now 
semi-derelict. Recently they 
have noticed rats frisking 
around the rubbish that Hackney 
residents throw into the front 
gardens, and have boarded un 

lATE NIGHT EXTRA • • • 
Late-night music and dancinq 
will soon be a feature of the 
De Beauvoir Arms in Stamford 
Road, despite protests from the 
pub's neighbours who fear 
increased noise and nuisance. 
But oeposition to landlord 
David Cowley's nlans which 
was spearheaded by the De 
Beauvoir Association did 
have partial success. When 
several conditions have been 
met, the pub will stay open 
until midnight on Thursdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays - and 
not 2 a.m. as ori9inally 
intended. It will also close 
at the normal time the rest of 
the week - and not midnight. 
The late-night music and dancing 
licence was granted by a eanel of 
G.L.C. members at a public 
meeting, held after local 
residents signed a petition in 
protest. But before the nub can 

Stamford Hill Library, 
Portland Avenue, 
London N16 6SB 

Mon-Fri: llam-7pm. 
Sat: 10am-5pm. 
Closed 2.30-3.30 
Closed Wed. 

the gardens as well. How long 
will this eyesore continue? The 
G.L.C. managed to send someone 
round a.t the beginnin9 of March, 
but then, of course, the matter 
has to go to Hackney Council as 
the planning authority. Let's 
hope that Hackney can get its 
skates on. 

While they are at it, if there is 
so much rubbish about, what 
happened to the scheme that left 
skips around every now and then 
for neoele to get rid of their 
refuse? PHILIPPA TOOMEY 

accommodate late-night revellers, 
rire ~recautions will have to 
be imeroved. 
Other-restrictions include a ban 
on anyone entering after 10.30 
p.m.: notices to be displayed 
requesting people to leave 
quietly, no more than 180 people 
to be accommodated in the bar 
and 9ames room at anyone time: 
no admission to anyone "appearinq 
to be" under 21-years-old. 
Mr Cowley told De Beaver he was 
"well nleased" with this outcome 
and hoped to have his pub ready 
for late-night entertainment 
shortly. He again assured 
residents he would do everything 
possible to keep down noise. 
The licence expires on the last 
day of the year and any objection 
to renewal should be lodged no 
later than October 31 with the 
Director-General's department 
(Room 207) at the G.L.C. 

In the meantime, Mr Cowley 
has undertaken to listen to 
any complaints on 254 7768. 

Ground floor, 
Shoreditch Library, 
Pitfield Street, 
London N1 6EX 

L.M_. 

Tel: 01-729 4723 
Mon-Fri: llam-7pm. 
Sat: 10am-5pm. 

-The first lJotbIJops in (J puNic lilmuy 
GENERAL 8OOKSHOP 
We sell a broad range of popular and quality paperbacks and hardbacks for adults and children . 
Afro-Caribbean books and books of Jewish interest available at the Stamford Hill branch 
BOOK ORDER SERVICE . 
We offer a genuinely fast and efficient order service for all British books in print. 

PERIODICAlS 
We selliiterary/cultural/political periodicals. 

VISIT O/( PHONE US fOf( All YOU/( BOOK NEEDS 

Estate Agents Surveyors & Valuers 
108/109 UPPER STREET, N.l. 

Offer a comprehensive service in respect 
of all property matters. 

If you wish to sell, buy, rent,or let consult 
us first. 

TEL 2269531 
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SPRING 
Cut-out-and-keep section on 
local activities 
THE ROSE LIPMAN LIBRARY 
Monday 5 April 
10.00 - 12.00 Chess Club 
2.00 - 4.00 Cookery 
Tuesday 6 April 
10.00 - 12;00 Egg Painting 
and Easter cards 
2.00 - 4.00 Video Shm" 
Thursday 8 April 
10.00 - 12.00 Easter bonnets 
2.00 - 4.00 Film Show 
Fridav 9 April Monday 1:;: Apri l 
Libr arv c l o s ed 
Tuesday 13 April 
10.00 - 12.00 Chess Club 
2.00 - 4.00 Making plaster 
of Paris models 
Thursday 15 AEril 
10.00 - 12.00 Making mobiles 
2.00 - 4.00 Film Show 
Friday 16 April 
10.00 - 12.00 Gardening 

-

10.00 - 12.00 Fil m Show 
for the under-S's 
2.00 - 5.00 Easte 
Tuesdav 20 Aoril 
10.00 - 12.00 Che 

Easter 
2.00 - 4.00 Face 
Thursday 22 April 
10.00 - 12.00 Gar 
2.00 - 4.00 Disco 
Friday 23 AEril 
10.00 - 12.00 Tre 
2.00 - 4.00 Games 
OBCA (at Rose Lip 
Monday 5 AEril 

r bonnets 

ss Club 
bonnets 
nainting 

dening 

asure Hunt 
& Prizes 

man) 

n.OO-Annual Gener alMeeting 
Saturday 17 April 
7.30 - 10.30 Fami ly Social 
Saturday 22 May 
7.30 Senio_r .-.fitiz ens'Social 
Sunday 2 3 ~ay 
7.00 Ivy Travers Show 
THE UFTON CENTRE 
12 Ufton Road N1 
Tel. 254 2941 
Mums and Toddlers 
Mondays 1. 30 - 3. 30 
Wednesdays 10.30 - 12.30 
Keep Fit 
Wednesdays 7.30-9 .30 

Screen Printing in every month at 8 p.m. 
fMednesdays 7.00 Speakers are booked and, 
Tai Chi like the seasons, we 
Thursdays 6.30 - 8.30 expect them. However, 
Yoga (creche orovided) they do depend on the 
Tuesdays 9.45 - 11.45 vl,e·ather ... rather like 
Gingerbread Group the crops they grow! 
(one-parent family a.rou~ ) Tuesday 6 April 
Mondays 7.30 - 10.00 Illustrated lecture 
Luncheon Club Saturday 24 April 
Thursdays 10.00 - 1.30 Outing to the Royal 
(book 3 days in advance) Horticultural Society 

THE GAROENERS'CLUB Gardens at Wisley 
Garden Comp~tition Tuesday 4 May The 
The garden competition is Tradescant Trust 
to take nlace in the late Sunday 16 May)Garden 
snrina. There will be 3 Sunday 23 May) Competition 
classes of entry: Saturday 19 June O~ting 
1 A garden 2 A -small qarden ,to t~e ~helsea PhYS1Ck Garden 
3 Window boxes, areas, Enqulrles and entry fo~ms from 

balconies, front stensetc. J Stevens, 4R Englefleld 
. ." d Road or D Kettlewell, 

ThlS vear, the flrst roun 13 S th t G 
of the competition will be ,ou qa e rove. 
judged by the Gardeners I THE GEFFRYE MUSEUM 
Club on Sunday 16 May. 
The final round will be T~e Geffrye Museu~ in 
. d d b 1 f experts Klngsland Road, wlth J u ge y a pane 0 . ..1= 

from outside the area. lts <?011ectl0n Or . 
furnlture and decoratlve 

relationshin with the 
local community. 
The Friends of the 
Geffrye Museum are 
invited to attend all 
private views at the 
museum, as l"ell as a 
number of other cultural 
and social events each year. 
Many of these are fund
raising events which help 
the museum to acquire new 
exhibits. If you are 
interested in becoming a 
Friend of the Geffrye 
Museum, please contact 
the Honorary Secretary, 
Z.Plews at 97 Hertford 
Road, N 1 (Tel. 249 6460). 
Forthcoming events at the 
Geffrye Museum 

An exhibition of genre 
paintinqs by Edward Bird 
(16 April - 30 Mav) 
(Private view for" Friends 
on 15 April) 

2.00 4.00 Chess Club Senior Citizens 
Monda:t: 19 April Thursdays 2.00 -

other gardening events 
Meetin~s will continue to 
be held in St Peter's 

I 4.00 Crypt on the first Tuesda~ 

arts of national import
ance is, at the same time, 
our local museum and has 
a close and historic 

Plans for later in the 
vear include a SUmID.er 
party and a visit to 
Leighton House, Kensinqton. 
Antiques Fair 
(22 Hay) See MISS PRINTS 
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The stretch of the Regents Canal 
which runs through Hackney could 
soon be turned into an attractive 
amenity. Various denartments at 
Town Hall are currently consid
ering a plan sent to them by 
Hackney P.lanning Department 
proposing a large number of 
schemes to make the canal a 
useful and pleasant part of the 
Hackney scene. 

The plan suggests that derelict 
buildinqs along the waterfront 
should be knocked down AND 
landscaping employed to imprcve 
the surroundinas - the section of 
canal including De Beauvoir is 
particularly earmarked. 

Possible uses for the Kingsland 
Basin are also mentioned - a 
moorinq for boats is one idea. 
No news is yet available on how 
many of the suggestions will get 
funding, but, even if part of the 
scheme is approved, the benefits 
will be apnreciated by all who 
live near the canal or visit it 
frequently. 

Hackney community narrowboat 
is purchased 
Hackney now has its own community 
narrowboat, available for grouns 
to use at cost for trips on the 
canal. The boat is currently 
being nrepared for the summer 
cruising season and l"ill be 
available for any Hackney groups. 
~ managinq group (including Ufton 
Communitv Centre) is beinq formed 
to plan use of the boat. It is 
hoped to moor it at Laburnum 
Bas in - which is about 200 yards 
east of Kingsland Road. 

London Canal Festival 
A canal festival and boat rally 
will be held at Mile End on the 

bank holiday at the end of May. 
Boats from allover the country 
will be passing through De 
Beauvoir on their way to the Mile 
End Basin. A full programme of 
activities will be staged at the 
festival, includinq an exhibition 
and disnlay of historic boats. 

Canal Waterbus 
A Sunda;' waterbus from Limehouse 
to Camden and back has been 
operatinq through the winter and 
makes scheduled stops in De 
Beauvoir to pick up passengers. 
The service will be extended in 
the summer months. Details of 
the current service can be 
obtained on 9R1 4678. 

ANDREW HINCHLEY 

SELLING YOUR 
PROPERTY? 

For efficient personal service plus 
QUICK RESULTS contact: 
G.CONWAY MNAEA. 

AMHURST 
ESTATES 

Adjacent 
DALSTON JUNCTION 

STATION 
2541543 

~o illJD(][]~w[~ [UWo 
101-103 Southgate Road London N.1. 

electrical supplies at 
trade prices, plumbers 
and builders welcome. 

tools at discount prices 
for the D.IY. enthusiast 

• Reliable & Efficient Service For •• 
• Self-Drive Car & Van Rental 
• Vehicle Servicing & Maintenance •• 
: Crash Repairs To Any Vehicle • 

DOWNHAM MOTORS 
27/29 Downham Road, London, N 1 . 

Tel: 01- 254 3456/8833/7714 

.. .. - · - ··-========;;;=-~;;::::::===-=======----------------------I 

CARGO 

./-"----- ... - .. .. 

Brings you a selection of practical. household goods 
from more than 24 rountries . . . 

Umbrellas £2.50 • Umbrella stands £6.50 • Hat & coat racks £3.50 
'Seagrass' floor matting £2.00/sq.yd . • Roller blinds 2ft. to 6ft . from £3.95 

Clothes hangers from 20p • Teak salad bowls £4.95 • Cheese boards from £1.25 
Occasional tables from £5.95 • Plants stands in abundance· A selection of 

bedspreads, rugs and floor mats· Kitchen, bedroom and bathroom accessories 
Cookware· Paper lanterns from £1 .30 • Basketware; shoppers, wastebins, 

potholders, linen, dog, toy, fruit and bread baskets' Serving trays· Cutlery 
Papers' Jewellery· Tea mugs at 25p and Coffee mugs at 80p • Stools, steps 

and shoeboxes £3.99 • Blackboards £3.50 • Chalks 10p • Picnic tables £4.50 
Flasks £1 .99 • Picnic hampers and much much more ... 

------- ....,..---.'=----~ .-----cargo ---=:"_ -=" ' -
296 Upper Street, Islington, London N1 

Monday through Saturday, TO.30am to 7pm 
Telephone ' 226 7866 

Payment by Access and Barclaycard accepted 

-



L CHNOW 
BEING 
SERVED 
Lamb, roast potatoes and 
sprouts followed by sultana 
puddinq and custard for 40p is 
lust a n example of what's on 
offer at the Senior Citizens 
Club at the Ufton Centre on 
Thursdays at 12.30. And it's 
followed at 2 o'clock by bingo 
(15p to include tea and 
biscuits) for all those who wish 
to stay. 
[He re 's what some of the regulars 
:have to say about their Club: 
,Maud nsborn of Culforc'l -qoad: 
' ''You do f eel you' ve had a d inner." 
Rose Kilby of St Lawrence Court: 
'"It tas t e s l i k e you've cooked it 
'yourself. " 
ILil McPherson of st Lawrence Court: 
["The Club g e ts you toqether - it 
\would be nice to see some ne,., 
ifaces. " 
lEva Shatliff of St Aubins Court, 
Balmes ~oad : 

l"I used to go shoppinq in the 
'morning and knit in the after
noons. Coming here gets you 

l
out of yourself and gives you 
a day off cooking." 

: ~adge Hawes of Culford Road: 
i"You can' t cp out a t n i qht with 
the mugging, so corning here 
breaks up the day. And you can 
pay SOp for a chop ... " 
~ll pensioners living in Hackney 
are welcome but you should let 
Eva Shatliff or Meredith Yates 
know a week in advance if you'd 
like the lunch. 
The Ufton Centre is at the 
Downham Road end of Ufton Road, 
a few minutes' walk from the 
Rose Lipman Library. The phone 
number is 254 2941. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

BAROMETERS 
ANTIQUE and MODERN 
REPAIRED BgUGHT AND 

S LD 

OLD CLCIKS 
BOUGHT 

GARNER& 
MARNEY 

41-43 SOUTHGATE RD 
226·1535 N1 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Be ts 
Pant 
Hi 

Bents Plant Hire Limited 
80-82 Southgate Road 
London N1 3JD 
Tel: 01-254 2102/3 

01-2542968 
01-2544561 AnsaphOne-nightservice 

Left to right: Alice Bevan, 
Eva Shatliff and Violet Broad 

Standing: Rose Kilbey and 
M.ay Alford. Seated: Lil 
McPherson, Madge Hawes and 
Maud Osborn. 

Story and pictures: 
BARBARA NOKES 

Continued from Page 1 

UPDATE+++ 
BECKF()RD - Hertford Road 
between Stamford Road and 
De Beauvoir Square 
UFTON GR()VE - existing 
Ufton Grove, plus Ufton Road 
between,Northchurch and 
Englefield Roads. 
House numbers will remain as 
at nresent with the exceptions 
of Stratfield and Ufton Grove. 

MARY CANNON 

~ W.P.D.(Iimber)Ltd 
415 KINGSLAND ROAD E.8 2548472 

(comer of Eng/efie/d Road) 

Louvre Doors 
48 Sizes in Stock 

High Quality 
& 

Low Price 

If, like me, you have often been 
tempted bv a hot plate of eel 
and mash on your way horne from 
Sainsburys, and yet have only 
got as far as staring in 
horrified fascination at the 
eels wriggling in their trays -
then you may be interested to 
know that Fred Cooke's Eel and 
Pie House in Kingsland High 
Street has been offering comfort 
to cold and hungry Dalston 
shoppers since 1910. 

Fred and his brother Chris run 
the shop, helped by their wives. 
Both cou~les and their children 
live above the shop; the eels 
(and sometimes seven tons of 
them) live downsta~rs in stain
less steel tanks which are 
heated in winter and cooled in 
summer. 

The Cooke family started in the 
eel business back in the 1880s 
when qreat-grandfather Robert 
ran a ' small - shop in Sclater 
Street, Stepney. At that time, 
such places were not uncommon 
in the East End and the 
traditional cuisine of stewed 
eel, mashed potato and thick 
parsley sauce was nutritious 
and yet not too nricey. Trad
itional, too, were the beauti
ful interiors: bold art nouveau 
tiled walls, marble topped 
tables and wooden benches. 

Thankfully, the Cookes have done 
everythinq in their power to 
retain the original character of 
the shop. 

SMALL ADS 
FOR SALE: 
Oil heater in very good condition. 
Rinq 254 3031 after 8.00 p.m. 

Matching pair of cast-iron 
fireplaces £120 or offers. 
Dimplex radiator. Phone 249 7689 

For horne security - grilles and 
burglar bars - ring Pondergate 
on 254 9219/2416 ,',/ J,,"\,c\--
WANTED: 
Local typist urgently required 
to help with De Beaver. Contact 
Hilary Hockman, 249 5866. 

Classified ads are free to 
residents of De Beauvoir. 
Contact Hilary Hockman, 
7 De Beauvoir Square (tel. 249 5866) 

J.PAfiET 
Fruiterers 

and 
Greengrocers 

16 Whitmore Rd., N.1 Tel:739 7434 
OR{)E.RS TAKEN OVER THE PHONE 

ANO O£LlV£R£() FREE OFCHAR6E 

Fred Cooke describes his 
regular customers as a good 
cross-section of the community. 
I tentatively asked him if he 
sees any of the recent middle
class arrivals in Hackney 
tucking into his lunches. He 
didn't think the menu was quite 
their cUP of tea~ perhaps if 
the shop were licensed 
to serve alchohol as well 
as tea they might be attracted, 
I suggested? The image of 
trendy De Beauvoir residents 
lingering over their chilled 
bottles of white wine clearly 
amused Fred, who carefully 
explained that the financial 
success of his shop depended 
on a quick turn over of 
customers. 

If you would like to sample 
Victorian fast food, pie and 
mash at 75p and eel and mash 
at 99p is excellent value. 
At Fred Cooke's you can have your 
eel stewed, jellied or live -
and that doesn't mean you take 
it horne in a plastic bag as a 
friend for the goldfish. The 
eel o~ your choice is killed 
('humanely stunned' by an 
electrocuting machine), cleaned 
and prepared for the table. Not 
a comforting thought for 
vegetarians, perhaps - but for 
the rest of us, Fred Cooke's is 
a reminder that when it comes to 
food, the Cockneys know a thing 
or two. 

ANNE HOLKER 
Picture: BARBARA NOKES 

DE BEAVER 
De Beaver is sponsored by the De 
Beauvoir Association which caters 
for all people living between 
Balls Pond Road and the Canal and 
Kingsland Road and Southgate Road. 
Meetings are held at the Ufton 
Centre on the second fN'ednesday 
of every month at 8 p.m. If there 
is anything you want to see done, 
or if you lust want to know what 
is qoing on and how you can make 
your voice heard, come along or 
contact Mary Cannon (249 1729). 

Thanks 
THANKS! TO ALL THE PEOPLE - AND 
THERE ARE .MANY - WHO HAVE 
VOLUNTARILY HELPED WITH THIS 
ISSUE OF DE BEAVER. 

P.S. everyone! 
Please let advertisers 
know if you heard 
about their services 
through De Beaver. 
We need their ads 
to keep the pa~er 
qoing. ~~~ 


