
If you came to the Party in the Park on a very, very 
hot day last July, I’m sure you’ll agree it was the 
best one yet. The children had a terrific time and, 
judging by the sales of Pimms and cakes, so did the 
grown-ups. It’s become a major annual De Beauvoir 
event but we couldn’t do it without help. This year, 
once again, the Benyon Estate and the construction 
firm Murphy, as well as Waitrose and Tesco, gave 
generous contributions, financial and otherwise. 
Many local businesses donated splendid raffle 
prizes, too. But that’s only half the story. 

The other half is the effort put in by local residents, 
both before and on the day, which makes the party 
such a success. There’s not enough room to name 
everyone, but particular thanks must go to Fiona 

Darbyshire, who was the driving force behind this 
year’s party. And if that weren’t enough, she’s also 
been the DBA Chair for the last year, though she’ll  
be handing over to Andrew Brooke at our AGM on  
12 October. There are rumours that one of Andrew’s 
first duties will be to organise a beer-tasting in the 
near future (see below), so look out for the details in 
our electronic newsletter and on posters.  

After the usual business of the AGM, Karen Elmes 
will give a talk about the Building Exploratory. This is 
a unique organisation based in Orsman Road, which 
aims to help people develop a better understanding 
of the buildings and spaces surrounding them. 
The talk will begin with an introduction to their 
work, followed by an opportunity to see a series of 

fascinating resources that show 
how the Blitz shaped the local 
physical landscape. For more 
information about the Building 
Exploratory visit their website: 
www.buildingexploratory.org.uk.

Speaking of websites, do look 
at the DBA’s (www.debeauvoir.
org.uk), where we’ve posted lots 
of Party photos. The website 
also has a very useful local Trade 
Directory and other interesting 
items, including a full archive of 
DBA newsletters.

Carol Lee
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The De Beauvoir Association
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Tuesday 12 October 2010, 7.30

The Talbot, 109 Mortimer Road,  
N1 4JY (corner of Englefield Road)

Come and have your say about how the DBA is run  
and help elect the committee.

Hear a talk by Karen Elmes of the Building Exploratory 
and find out how the Blitz shaped Hackney.

COMING SOON! – A DBA Beer-Tasting 
For details, sign up to our email newsletter (info@debeauvoir.org.uk)

We’re shortly going to hold a meeting for anyone who 
wants to help shape next year’s Party in the Park.  
For details, please email info@debeauvoir.org.uk  

or call Fiona on 
07740 429 068

The Mighty, Mighty De Beauvoir Warriors Cricket team finished the season on a high note by winning the 
annual ‘Hackney Ashes’ against their long-standing rivals from the Barings Pub.  It was an excellent team 
performance, which was celebrated in style at their club house the Scolt Head afterwards. Thoughts now turn 
to the annual Christmas drinks, where a full trophy cabinet will be on display to commemorate our first-ever 
100% winning season, before training commences for the 2011 season. 

If anybody is interested in joining the Warriors, please email Kevin Read (readkevin@gmail.com) or Russell 
Toone (Russell.Toone@sothebys.com). Enthusiasm for cricket is mandatory. Ability and talent are desirable 
but ultimately optional.

TRIUMPH FOR WARRIORS

THANK YOU, CAROL

We express our sincere thanks to Carol Lee, who has edited most of these newsletters since we re-started 
them in 2005. She has decided to give up the post as she reduces her local commitments. A keen genealogist, 
photographer, gardener and ornithologist, Carol has been a pillar of the community since she came here in 
1977 and we hope we will see as much of her as ever. Best wishes, Carol and thanks again.

Mick’s Body Shop
2a Stamford Road
London N1 4JT
Tel 020 7254 4982; Fax 020 7684 9200
Our premises have been a working garage for more 
than 50 years and Mick himself has been here for 
many years. We would like to thank our many loyal 
customers for their support over the years. 

We provide the following services:

Crash repairs
Tyre fitting
Recovery
Welding
We also carry out MOT work and take vehicles  
for MOT inspections.

DBA



THE ROSEMARY BRANCH
our award winning local theatre
2 Shepperton Road, N1 3DT
www.rosemarybranch.co.uk
Tel: 020 7249 4896
24-hour box office. Tickets £8 to £16

7–10 October: MINOTAUR MUSIC THEATRE
Four short 20th-century operas directed by British 
Youth Opera’s Stuart Barker
12–23 October: A RESOUNDING TINKLE 
by N F Simpson. The Absurdist play that inspired The 
Pythons, among others 
26 October–3 November: BREAKFAST WITH EMMA 
by Fay Weldon. Another run for last year’s smash hit 
before it goes on a UK tour
10 December–10 January: ROBIN HOOD
Charles Court Opera’s ‘boutique’ panto back for its 
fourth year. BOOK NOW for best dates.

ACUPUNCTURE NEWS... 
Now open in our fabulous new suite of rooms from 
2–8pm on Mondays and Thursdays at St. Peter’s. 
In addition to traditional and modern medical 
acupuncture treatments we are now offering facial 
revitalisation acupuncture too!  
Call Emma now on 07954 374 758 to book your 
session or email info@thesteppingstonesproject.
co.uk. For more information visit 
www.thesteppingstonesproject.co.uk. 
 
THE LIGHT YOGA SPACE
Unit B, 100 De Beauvoir Road, N1 4EN
www.lightyogaspace.co.uk
email: lightyogaspace@gmail.com
Tel: 020 7254 9697
The Light Yoga Space is a beautiful, independently 
owned yoga studio that focuses purely on 
Sivananda Yoga. We offer an ongoing weekly 
timetable of classical Hatha Yoga classes for all levels. 
All are welcome.

SKYWAY COMMUNITY COACHING
FOOTBALL AT SHOREDITCH PARK
Fridays 5–6pm for boys and girls, 8–12s
WHITE HEAT BASKET SESSION
Britannia Leisure Centre,
Fridays 7–10pm, boys and girls 16+
Tel: 020 7729 6970 or email: info@skyway.uk.com 

DE BEAUVOIR GARDENERS
www.debeauvoirgardeners.org.uk
5 October: THE GREAT VEGETABLE PLOT
talk by David Cheston (venue to be advised)
2 November: A YEAR IN THE VEGETABLE GARDEN 
talk by John Morgan
7 December: CHRISTMAS QUIZ/DEMONSTRATION

The De Beauvoir Gardeners Club meets in the crypt 
of St. Peter’s on the first Tuesday of the month at 8pm. 
Annual subscriptions: Single £20; Couple £30; 
Concessions £15 and £20

THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON
119 Balls Pond Road
Tel: 020 7275 7640
www.thedukeofwellingtonN1.com
email: info@the dukeofwellingtonN1.com

CINEMA CLUB (1st and 3rd Sundays every month;
films start at 8pm, free entry)
3 October: BUSTER KEATON
One Week and The General
Keaton’s staggering ability to amuse and astonish is 
most evident in The General. This is preceded by an 
exhibition of Buster’s carpentry talents in One Week.

THE DE BEAUVOIR ESTATE TRA
(Tenants and Residents Association)
Rose Lipman Community Hall
email: debeauvoirtra@btinternet.com
Tel: 020 7249 4896
Office open Tuesday–Thursday, 10.30am–12.30pm.
Hall and committee room for hire.

Cindy Diminieux is the new Acting Chair of the TRA. 
The other officers are:
Lesley Thompson – Secretary
David Hitchcock – Treasurer
 
We welcome local or official volunteers with ideas to 
manage new activities. Just ring us or call in to the 
office.

DE BEAUVOIR UNDERGROUND
Fundraising for local projects: 
www.debeauvoirunderground.org/

AROUND THE TOWN
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Planning permission has been granted for 
redevelopment of the ‘Boris’ site in Hertford Road. 
The main, red-brick factory building that will be 
retained for commercial use is part of Britain’s 
illustrious manufacturing past.

It was opened in 1913 for an Exeter-based 
engineering company called Willeys, which was 
Britain’s biggest manufacturer of gas meters. The 
company was founded in the 1860s by Henry 
Frederick Willey and by the 1890s was Exeter’s 
biggest employer, with more than 1000 workers. 

It expanded into forging and making bridge 
components and, in World War One, munitions.

Plans for the De Beauvoir works were drawn up for 
Willeys in 1912 by Gordon Wilson and Co, architects 
and surveyors of No 1 Vaughan Avenue, London 
W, – a company that has since disappeared. They 
reflect a prosperous company that was prepared to 
spend money on an imposing façade for what was 
little more than a manufacturing works. The legend 
‘Willey & Co Engineers’ appears modestly above the 
left-hand door, compared to the huge ‘Boris Limited’ 
sign now across the second storey.

The factory made and repaired gas meters and 
in World War Two was again turned over to war 
production, making fuel tanks for aircraft.

Willeys still owned the works in 1947 when it made 
plans to expand into the adjacent gardens of 26–28 
De Beauvoir Square.

It isn’t clear when Willeys sold the factory. By 1968 
it was owned by Newcraft Ltd, who made furniture 
there and called it ‘Butilux Works’. Newcraft also 
used the name Westminster Office Furniture and 
had showrooms in Baker Street. A company called 
L Marcus Ltd also operated from the works in the 
1960s and made Butilux furniture.

It’s also unclear when the adjacent mission 
hall became part of the same property. A 1923 
application by Willeys for a small extension to the 
works at the front marks it as a separate property 

with the legend ‘Mission hall attached to St Peter’s 
Church. Vicar: Rev W. Evans.’  Willeys was taken over 
in 1966 by United Gas Industries and was closed in 
the 1980s. United Gas Industries became part of the 
Hanson conglomerate in 1982.

Recent planning applications for the site have been 
made in the name of an offshore company that 
is connected to Boris Bags, a wholesale bag and 
luggage business in Hackney Road. That company 
uses part of the works as storage for the bags, which 
arrive in containers from the Far East every few 
weeks. The rest is derelict. 

The planning permission allows the main building 
at the front and the mission hall to be restored for 
commercial use, but the original rear factory with its 
distinctive glass saw-tooth roof, together with some 
later additions, will be demolished to make way for 
nine houses around a car park.

Paul Bolding                                                            

BORIS WORKS – PLANS GO THROUGH
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The Tenants and Residents Association on the 
Lockner and Kingsgate Estates is going from 
strength to strength, meeting challenges and 
fostering community spirit. 

A major achievement this summer was the ‘Big 
Lunch’ event held on 19 July on the Lockner Estate. 
The Big Lunch is an initiative from the Eden Project. 
It’s a nationwide campaign to get as many people as 
possible to have street parties on a single day and 
the intention is to get neighbours to hang out with 
each other, share food and rediscover a sense of 
community. 
 
On the day itself, we constructed a magical den and 
made bunting out of African fabrics bought cheaply 

at Ridley Road Market. The generous De Beauvoir 
Association lent us gazebos. Cyclelab in Hoxton set 
up a bike surgery and a juice bar. Artists painted 
children’s faces all day. Parkour Generations took 
a group of teenagers around the estate, teaching 
them to jump, leap, hop and walk on walls, poles 
and pipes. Dan Cundy, a local musician and busker, 
kept us entertained for hours with his double bass, 
getting us all to sing along to classic tunes in the 
sunshine. Children helped us plant a community 
herb garden. We laughed and played until the sun 
went down – and, of course, we ate. The winning 
dish, by popular consent, was a mouth-watering 

bite-size morsel of Yorkshire pudding topped with 
a slice of roast beef. That was closely followed by 
Nigerian jolof rice and Bengali pakora. 
 
The Big Lunch is a remarkable initiative, and it 
works. None of us wants to grow up alone, separate 
from our neighbours and afraid of the places 
we live in – and none of us have to. By breaking 
bread with our neighbours, sharing our stories, 
our food, our cultures and our lives, we can build 
a sense of community, a sense of pride in our local 
neighbourhood and a sense of belonging. The 
Lockner Big Lunch will be even bigger in 2011.  
For more information about the Big Lunch visit 
http://www.thebiglunch.com. 
 

And then . . .
After our Big Lunch, we 
had frightening news 
from Hackney Homes. 
They are planning to 
install a ghastly security 
gate and fence around 
the Lockner Estate. 
We’ve held meetings 
with residents opposed 
to the gates, have 
agreed on an action 
plan and are currently 
fighting the council not 
to cage us in. For more 
details on out fight 
against the cage and 
to see what you can do 
to help us in our plight, 

please see our blog, ‘Lockner, Hackney Homes and 
the Gates…’ at www.locknergates.blogspot.com. 

On the Lockner Estate we have a small community 
space for hire. It’s ideal for meetings, courses and 
workshops. It has toilet facilities, a small kitchenette 
and can comfortably hold 10–15 people. For details 
on how to hire this space, please contact the Tenants 
and Residents Association at: 
locknerkingsgatetra@googlemail.com.

Lisa Linpower and Shane Solanki 

BIG LUNCH AND GATE GRIEF ON THE LOCKNER 
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SOUTHGATE ROAD – continued from page 5 
and couldn’t fully stock the shelves for the first few 
months because I literally didn’t have the money. 
It’s also impossible to compete with supermarkets 
on price, so we differentiated by going organic with 
everything. We’re about to introduce organic fresh 
meat. I’m at a point now where I’m really proud of it.’

Staff turnaround is one challenge he’s had to get 
used to. Fernanda works alongside him most days, 
though he’s had lots of others come and go. The 
reason? ‘They’re dancers or textile designers or 
creatives with a lot of things going on in their lives.’ 
It being Southgate Road, that’s hardly surprising.

Also based in De Beauvoir Workshops (No. 69A) are: 
• Picture framer – Richard Dawes
• Stone carver – Simon Ings
• Bespoke cabinet maker – Kraftwork

For more Southgate Road businesses, visit 
www.londononline.co.uk/area/Southgate_Road_N1 

All the businesses in this article are listed in the Trade 
Directory on our website www.debeauvoir.org.uk

Words: Barbara Walshe; Pictures: Barbara Walshe 
and Paul Bolding                                                        
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For many people, the highlight 
of the annual De Beauvoir 
Gardeners Flower and Produce 
Show, held in September, isn’t 
the stunning blooms, fabulous 
cakes, chutneys or prize 
marrows, but the dog show.

On a lovely sunny Sunday 
this year, 30 dogs entered in 
what was possibly the best-
attended show ever. Judge 
Janice Harvey tried to make sure everyone got a 
prize, adjusting the categories where necessary. 
The show was organised by Liz Hatt and 

Barbara Barnett, helped 
by Barbara’s 

young 
neighbour in 

Ufton Road, 
Becky Hudson, who 

doesn’t have a dog of 
her own. ‘I’m trying to 

persuade my Mum to let 
me have one,’ she said.  

This De Beauvoir institution began in 1998 as the 
brainchild of Carol Lee, who in those days helped 
run the Gardeners Club. ‘We only had six dogs in the 
first show,’ said Carol.

This year, the pampered pets of all shapes and sizes 
were paraded by their adoring owners as Janice 
cast her expert eye over them and a photographer 
from the Hackney Gazette tried to keep up with the 
excitement. Prizes were awarded for shiny coats, 
catching a biscuit, waggiest tail and many other 
qualities, and everyone left with a smile.
Paul Bolding
More photos on www.debeauvoirgardeners.org.uk

DOGGY DELIGHT IN DE BEAUVOIR
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’Special’ is how Richard Woodgate sums up 
Southgate Road, where his bespoke furniture 
business, Woodgate Design, has been based for 
the last few years. He’s not the only one. In recent 
years, a range of artists and independent businesses 
have flocked to the area to become part of this 

burgeoning creative 
community. There are 

stone carvers and 
picture framers, 
restored furniture 
shops and sustainable 
fashion operations, 

plus a selection of 
eateries to keep everyone 

going. These range 
from the 
Northgate 
gastro pub 
(No. 113 – we 
hear it should 
be reopening 
soon) to the 

award-winning Bavo restaurant (No. 105), and from 
the Spring Rose Café (No. 93) to the De Beauvoir Deli 
(No. 98). 

In fact, it’s the selection of food available on the 
road these days that’s been the biggest change 
for Richard, who has a studio in the De Beauvoir 

Workshops (No. 69A). ‘It used to be difficult to get a 
decent sandwich here. Now, there are lots of places. 
It’s a really special area within De Beauvoir, a nice, 
friendly, safe neighbourhood.’

Stone sculptress Sheila Webb agrees. A former 
Financial Times journalist, she decided to pursue a 
career in sculpting after becoming ‘obsessed’ with 
the hobby four years ago. And when the opportunity 
came up to share a studio space with stone-letter-
carver Lois Anderson, at De Beauvoir Workshops,  
she knew it was the right place. It’s a world away 
from the newsroom and she’s spent most of the 

summer carving her commissions 
outside in the open air. ‘I love it here.’

But De Beauvoir Workshops is just  
one of many creative hubs operating 
on Southgate Road. The Millinery 
Works (Nos. 85–87) houses art 
exhibitions and sells extraordinary 
antique furniture and crafts. At 2&4 
Café (Nos. 2–4), set up by Maurice 
Nugent and his Swedish partner 
three years ago, homemade cakes 
and coffee are sold alongside the 
retro furniture they restore from the 
1950s, 60s and 70s eras. 

‘The whole building here was 
developed by the landlord to house creative 
people with a sustainable focus,’ says Maurice. 
‘There are architects, Koi interior designers 

and the Centre for Sustainable 
Fashion here, all with that 
focus. It’s a little community of 
independent businesses and 
a dynamic neighbourhood 
nowadays.’

At Guiden (No. 58), another 
retro furniture shop which 

was featured in Time 
Out’s Best Secret 
Shops in London, 
Martin Puckett has 

found himself 
among another 
community of 
creatives. In fact, 
they’re planning 
to unite under 

one name this autumn – The Society Works.  

‘There’s an artist who supplies headgear to Lady 
Gaga, another who supplies to Karl Lagerfeld at 
Chanel and Coco de Mer [the ethical underwear 
shop] and an upholsterer that we use regularly when 
we’re restoring pieces to sell in the shop,’ says Martin.

Business has been so good that Martin recently 
expanded into another premises along the road  
(No. 72) with a plan to hire it out as a photographic 
studio when he’s not using it for open days to 
showcase and sell his furniture. 

It helps having the De Beauvoir Deli nearby on 
those days when Guiden and Oblong (No. 69a), 
the edgy art gallery run by Melissa Michael, hold 
private viewings and events. It’s the deli they turn to 
for their cheese boards and platters. ‘There’s a real 
community spirit now among the businesses here,’ 
says Harry Davies, 28, who grew up on Northchurch 

Terrace and who set up the Deli 
only last year.

He’s seen a lot of change in that 
time. Even in the last six months, 
Zelda’s Pod has closed and the 
pharmacy is moving to Essex 
Road, though Presto Mini Market 
will definitely be sticking around, 
having been bought by Halil from 
Turkey three years ago.  

‘It was always a dream of mine to 
set up this Deli,’ says Harry. ‘But 
it hasn’t been easy. I went into 
the business completely blind 
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SOUTHGATE ROAD – EDGY BUT NICE
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