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HOW TO FIND THE DBA PARTY IN THE PARK ON 7 JULY

Are you interested in the built environment? Would 
you like to have a say on planning applications 
in your area? Then why not join the Kingsland 
Conservation Area Advisory Committee (KCAAC)? 

Hackney has 29 conservation areas and six separate 
advisory committees which were set up by the local 
authority to comment on planning applications that 
affect the character and appearance of these areas. 

The KCAAC was established 12 years ago and 
comprises a group of local residents who look at all 
aspects of planning applications from residential 
extensions to major developments, open space, 
advertisement consent, and change of use within 
the Conservation Areas of De Beauvoir, Kingsland, 
Albion Square and the local section of the Regent’s 
Canal. 

We meet once a month, usually on the first Monday, 
and we are actively seeking new members. No 
experience or expertise is necessary, although 
architects and planners are welcome. For more 
information e-mail Fiona Darbyshire on chair@
kcaac.org.uk

Fiona Darbyshire

The 18 April digital TV switchover has provided an 
unintended benefit for the look and integrity of our 
roofs. The only terrestrial TV signal now available 
to London are the Freeview channels broadcast 
from Crystal Palace. Alexandra Palace has now been 
switched off (aside from a very low power signal that 
probably cannot be received here). So any TV aerials 
that are not pointing south to Crystal Palace are 
redundant. Removing such aerials will improve the 
look of the roofline and eliminate the risk of them 
crashing through the roof in a storm. The perfect job 
for the summer.
All the main details can be found here:
http://www.digitaluk.co.uk/

 From De Beauvoir, Crystal Palace can be found 
by pointing at the new Heron Tower and/or the 
Gherkin. It is just 13km away at a bearing of about 
77degrees (i.e. almost due South). Ideally you will 
need a Band A aerial with horizontal elements. Lots 
of good info can be found here:
http://www.ukfree.tv/txdetail.php?a=TQ339712

Mark James

PLANNING MATTERS      TELLY TALES
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Sponsored by the DBA Party in the Park  

OUR EIGHTH annual Party in the Park takes place 
on 7 July. As usual it provides lots of fun for all 
the family including children’s attractions which 
are all free of charge. As in past years we will have 
a bouncy castle, face painters (three of them but 
please take a queue ticket) and a stall giving a 
free book to each child (while stocks last). Chris 
Nicholson the magician will provide further 
entertainment. 

Cakes – generously baked and donated 
by local people – will be on sale as will 
modestly priced Pimm’s for the adults, 
tea, juice and lemonade.

We will also have a football kickabout 
and yoga stall.

A tombola and raffle will help raise funds 
to pay for it all. The raffle includes great 
prizes donated by local businesses, 
including restaurant meals, and we thank 
them for their generosity.

It’s a chance for everyone in De Beauvoir 
to enjoy an afternoon of fun and get to 
know each other. Tell your neighbours 
and come along together.

We expect a fire engine from Kingsland 
Fire Station will be there and children 
will be able to get up close; St John 
Ambulance will demonstrate first aid 
and police officers and CSOs from the De 
Beauvoir Safer Neighbourhood Team will 
be on hand to get to know everyone. 

Musicians from the fabulous RCM 
Majestic Brass band (who played at the 
party last year) will be back and playing 
lots of favourite brass band tunes.

It has all taken months of organisation 
by a team of local people and we have 

been generously supported again this year by 
the Benyon Estate. We thank takeaway restaurant 
Spice Island for promising snacks for helpers at 
the end of the day.

After a spell of dismal weather in recent weeks, 
not least over Jubilee weekend, we are hoping 
for a lovely, sunny day.

IT’S PARTY TIME ON 7 JULY
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THE ROSEMARY BRANCH
2 Shepperton Road, N1 3DT 
www.rosemarybranch.co.uk 
Tel: 020 7704 6665  24-hour box office.  
Believers Anonymous
6-23 June; Tues-Sat 7.30 pm;  Sun 6 pm

Firewater Tea Party 
22 July 7 pm

DE BEAUVOIR GARDENERS
www.debeauvoirgardeners.org.uk 
The club meets in the crypt of St. Peter’s Church on 
the first Tuesday of the month at 8pm.  
Annual subscriptions: Single £20; Couple £30; 
Concessions £15 and £20

N1 Garden Walkabout
3 July St Peter’s Church 7 pm

Annual Picnic
7 August

Garden and Produce Show

9 September Northchurch Terrace

THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON
119 Balls Pond Road, N1 4BL 
Tel: 020 7275 7640 
www.thedukeofwellingtonN1.com 
email: info@the dukeofwellingtonN1.com 
CINEMA CLUB (1st and 3rd Sundays every month; 
films start at 8pm, free entry)

THE SCOLT HEAD
107A Culford Road
Every Monday 8:00 pm: pub quiz

St Peter de Beauvoir is delighted to announce 
that we have been awarded a grant of £262,000 
by Big Lottery Fund enabling us to carry out the 
final phase of work to refurbish the crypt.  Plans 
to make the building accessible began in 2008 
with the installation of the two external ramps, 
leading to the creation of the beautiful com-
munity garden you see today.  The next phase 
of work, carried out in 2010, included step-free 
access inside the crypt, refurbishment of half the 
space and a new heating system.  

The last phase, which begins in July, will create 
a light, modern cafe/foyer stretching across 
the full width of the crypt and opening onto a 
south-facing terrace, three new treatment rooms 
and modern toilet facilities.  The whole scheme 
has been planned and developed by a Building 
Development Group made up entirely of local 
volunteers. 

St Peter’s has managed to raise £500,000 from 
various funding bodies, but even more impres-
sive than that - £50,000 came from you, the 
community of De Beauvoir.  People have been 
running book sales, quiz nights and art shows, 
making jams, baking dog biscuits!  There have 
been guided tours and visits, and the Scolt Head 
has charged an optional extra 50p for its burgers.  
A fantastic community effort!

Ever since it was built in 1841, St Peter’s Crypt 
has been used to provide services to the local 
community and as a venue for meetings and 
celebrations.  Today it is used, with difficulty, as 
a cold-weather night shelter, community cafe 
and a centre offering a range of activities and 
services promoting creativity and wellbeing.  We 
want to expand those activities and also offer the 
community a lovely environment for its parties 
and gatherings.  Big Lottery Fund really liked 
what we’re doing – and that’s why it has been so 
generous.

Amanda Davies                                               DBA

LOTTERY FUNDS ST PETER’S DEVELOPMENT
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The story of how Olympics silver medallist 
Phillips Idowu grew up in De Beauvoir has 
often been told. Now Alison Benjamin tells 
how an Olympian from an earlier generation 
lived in the area. 

“Where do you come from?,” were the first 
words Maurice Hope spoke to us when we 
met him outside a 
ramshackle house in 
Beauvoir Terrace on 
Kingsland Road two 
years ago.
Brian replied in his 
soft Scottish lilt that 
he was originally from 
Glasgow. “Do you 
know the boxer, Jim 
Watt?” was Maurice’s 
immediate reply.
It was a strange 
question to ask a 
couple who’d come 
to view a house for 
sale. The estate agent 
was late and Brian had 
asked Maurice, who 
was loitering on the 
pavement outside, if he 
knew anything about 
the property. 
It just so happens 
Brian’s mother had once 
taken her young son to 
Jim Watt’s gym so he 
did sort of know the 
Scottish boxer; enough 
anyway for Maurice to share with us how he 
used to train with him when he himself had 
been a world-class boxing champion.
Now, Brian and I know a little about British 
boxing greats and the man talking to us 
was no Henry Cooper, John Conteh or Frank 
Bruno. For a start he was too small and slight. 
But Maurice proceeded to tell us about his 
victorious boxing career which started when 
he earned a place in the 1972 British Olympic 
squad in Munich and reached its height when 

he won a world light-middleweight title seven 
years later. 
It was only when we got home after finally 
seeing the house and googled Maurice Hope 
that we realised we had been in the presence 
of an Olympian and former world champion 
boxer.
We saw Maurice again after putting an offer on 

the home where he had 
lived with his parents, 
four brothers and his 
sister when he arrived in 
Hackney from Antigua 
aged nine in the early 
1960s. 
Maurice told us he’d 
joined the famous 
Repton gym in Bethnal 
Green so he could 
stand up to his older 
brother. He said it was 
a great honour to have 
represented Great Britain 
at the Olympics even 
though he just missed 
out on winning a medal. 
We last saw Maurice a 
few months after we 
bought his old home. 
He knocked on the door 
one day and wanted to 
have a look round. He 
was visibly moved to 
see stone fireplaces and 
wooden floorboards that 
had been boarded up 
or covered in layers of 

carpet, and he shed a tear for his father who 
had died there just a year ago. He was touched 
to see we’d placed a signed photograph of 
him above the mantelpiece in the front room, 
which, it turned, out had been his bedroom for 
many years.
Maurice, 60, now lives mainly in Antigua and 
is a sports ambassador for the island. He was 
hoping to bring a team of Antiguan boxers 
over for the 2012 Olympics, but unfortunately 
they just missed out on qualifying. 

KINGSLAND ROAD OLYMPIAN

DBA
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FRINGE BENEFITS

AN INSPECTOR CALLED
We understand inspectors have been looking 
over the gardens of De Beauvoir Square to decide 
whether it keeps its Green Flag status. The path 
round the outside of the gardens was recently re-
surfaced in resin-bound gravel by Hackney Council.

DBA FUNDS
Some people may be interested to know how the 
DBA is funded. We have never had a membership 
fee as we wanted the organisation to be completely 
accessible, so our money comes from one-off 
donations, sponsorship of the newsletter by local 
businesses, and from the events we organise. Most 
cover their costs, and that’s fine. We are not aiming 
to make a lot of money; rather, to use what profit 

we have on a range of activities for all comers. The 
Party in the Park is the biggest event of the year, 
costs over £3,000 to put on, and usually does make 
a profit, but we ring-fence that money specifically 
for future years’ parties and any other children’s 
events.

EVENTS

Many thanks to Hackney Council tree expert 
Rupert Bentley Walls for leading a guided tree 
walk around De Beauvoir in May. It was very useful 
and informative. The DBA is also planning to hold 
a concert in the autumn with the fantastic, newly 
formed Bethnal Green Big Band. Watch for the 
posters and if you are not on our email list of 450 
addresses and growing, you could miss out.

You will have noticed tree pits and other areas of 
unused ground in De Beauvoir suddenly sprouting 
flowers in recent weeks. Is it a resurgence of guerrilla 
gardening? Miranda Janatka explains all:

Known as the “alternative flower show”, the Chelsea 
Fringe is an independent festival supported by the 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show. Through networking 
together community, as 
well as commercial groups, 
it has presented a range of 
“horticultural happenings” 
throughout London.

This spring, in its inaugural 
year, Francesca Bartlett, 
Tigger Cullinan, Diana Weir 
and myself, got together 
over cucumber sandwiches 
to decide how we might 
create a subcommittee of 
the De Beauvoir Gardeners 
and create a community 
event that would involve 
the rest of the DBG as 
well as other residents of 
Hackney.

We pulled together seeds 
and plants, 15 tonnes of 
compost, a plan for growing, a sponsor, a website 
and permission from Hackney council. Much like a 
wildflower, the project grew and spread, self seeding 
itself among the community. Each member of the 

subcommittee had her own interest in getting 
involved and each provided great help and support 
in getting the project up and running. 

Areas planted included the recently cleared spaces 
in Northchurch Road at the junction of Southgate 
Road and at the top end of Hertford Road. Many 
of the installations will last only for the duration 

of the Chelsea Flower show, 
however some DBG members 
and residents have set up 
plants under tree pits that they 
hope to maintain for as long as 
possible.

We thank the N1 Garden Centre 
for donating the beautiful 
flowers which we have planted 
at the Northchurch Road 
junction.

My own interest in the project 
is to make more residents of 
Islington and Hackney aware of 
the De Beauvoir Gardeners club 
and inspire many more local 
residents to get planting! From 
a young age I have enjoyed 
growing plants, and moving 
into De Beauvoir Town has 

offered me the support network to really get my 
growing off the ground. I leave the teaching 
profession this summer to study horticulture full 
time at Capel Manor College in Enfield.           DBA                  

NEWS IN BRIEF
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THE CHURCH IN AN UPSTAIRS ROOM

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST. We send emails about De Beauvoir news and events once or  
twice a week to more than 450 local addresses. They are brief and in plain text only. If 
you are not on the list, you could be missing out on something important. 

Check out our website too on www.debeauvoir.org.uk; email info@debeauvoir.org.uk

When De Beauvoir was designed in the 1820s, no 
provision was made for a Catholic church: the first 
Catholic place of worship was created in 1854, in a 
private house on Culford Road.

In 1854 a Mr Thomas Kelly, an Irish builder who 
owned 83 Culford Road, (later re-numbered 164) 
had offered the first floor of his house: the back 
parlour was to serve as the sanctuary of the chapel, 
while the drawing room in front, connected by large 
folding doors, formed the body of the chapel. On the 
other side of the hall, two small rooms served as the 
priest’s study and bedroom. This generous offer was 
accepted, and the first mass was said by Dr. Henry 
Manning (later Cardinal Manning), with about six 
people present. 

Father William Lockhart (1819-1892), one of the first 
priests of the Oxford Movement, was then chosen to 
start a mission in Kingsland, as the area was known. 
The Oxford Movement had coincided with a period 
of famines in Ireland, and Irish immigration was 
resulting in a 
desperate need 
for Catholic 
churches. 
Lockhart moved 
into 83 Culford 
Road, and by 
Christmas of 
that year the 
congregation 
was, not 
surprisingly, 
spilling over 
into the 
corridors, down 
the front steps 
and onto the 
pavement.

Pugin in De Beauvoir

The church quickly expanded, first into a converted 
storage shed behind Kelly’s house, and then in 1856 
into a paper-dyeing factory at the corner of Culford 
and Tottenham Roads. Here the upper floor was 
converted by William Wilkinson Wardell (1823-1899), 

who went on to design Saint Mary’s Cathedral 
in Sydney and Saint Patrick’s Roman Catholic 
Cathedral in Melbourne, Australia. He knew and 
was influenced by AWN Pugin, the leading Gothic 
Revival architect of the Victorian era, also a convert 
to Catholicism. All the building work was, of course, 
done by the faithful Mr. Kelly.

By 1860, the church had again been extensively 
remodelled, this time by E.W. Pugin, the son of 
A.W.N. Pugin. The old wooden windows were 
replaced by stone windows with tracery in Gothic 
style. This remodelled church was reopened on 24 
February 1860, and remained in use, substantially 
unaltered, for the next 100 years. 

The new church

In 1934 a site in Balls Pond Road, originally occupied 
by a Bookbinders Provident Asylum, became 
available. It was here that the current Catholic 
Church was opened in 1964, though it was not 

consecrated until 1975 
– apparently because a 
new church cannot be 
consecrated until it is 
free of debt! The church 
contains a carved 
wooden sculpture 
of Saint Patrick by 
Septimus Waugh, son 
of the novelist Evelyn 
Waugh.

The houses and church 
on Culford Road were 
demolished in the 
1970s, in order to allow 
construction of the 
current Our Lady and 

Saint Joseph’s Roman 
Catholic Primary School, in 1972. A great gain to 
education, but a sad loss to the Catholic heritage of 
De Beauvoir.

With thanks to the website of the Church of Our Lady 
and St. Joseph.

Kirsty Norman                                                            DBA

Interior of the Church (postcard, 1905)



The streets were thronged with residents, 
neighbours and friends celebrating the Queen’s 
Jubilee earlier this month. 

Not letting the wet weather 
dampen their spirits, 
festivities kicked off in 
the Islington section of 
Northchurch Road on 
Saturday, 2 June, with over 
300 people sitting down 
to lunch together at a table 
running almost the length 
of the street. 

Deanna Sharpe was behind 
the gathering, which was 
organised in under four weeks.  
Dressed head to toe in Union 
Jack regalia, she said: “We only 
got permission to close the 
road three and a half weeks 
ago. Then Janet Collins and I just 
asked everyone to bring a dish 
on the day and they did!”  

It was Deanna’s parents who 
inspired her to organise the party – 
which included a bouncy castle and 
bungee run for children, together 
with food, drinks and a DJ.  “They put 
on a party here in 1977 when I was 
young and I wanted to do the same 
for my daughter.” 

The Lockner Estate also threw its 
annual Big Lunch (now in its fourth 
year), on Saturday, adding a Jubilee theme to 
the party.  Once again, it was youth-centred with 
parcour (street running) for teenagers, as well as face 
painting and 
sing-alongs 
with Dan the 
Bass Man for 
kids.

Lisa 
Linpower, 
chair of the 
residents 
association, 
was one of a 
few mothers 
behind 
the event.  
Having 

catered for 70, she said they were delighted with 
their ‘very British’ afternoon, 

where food included 
mini servings of sausage 
and mash and endless 
Victoria sponge.

A more grown up affair 
took place on Hertford 
Road on Sunday, 3 
June, meanwhile, 
with hipsters out 
in force to toast 
the Jubilee with 
British cupcakes, 
bubbly and beer.  
But the focus was 
back on children 
for perhaps 
De Beauvoir’s 
biggest Jubilee 
party of the 
weekend.

Held on 
Northchurch 
Terrace on 
Sunday 
afternoon, 
Jill Rothwell 
organised 
the 
event for 

residents and neighbours 
from adjoining streets.  

Nearly three months of planning went into the day, 
which included face painting, cardboard castle-
making for children and music from local resident 

and drummer Peter Werth and 
friends.  A separate bunting-making 
day was organised in St Peter’s Crypt 
on the previous Saturday to make 
decorations for the special event.  

But adults also had lots of fun.  Anne 
Bunch, a friend of one local resident 
who attended, admitted: “It’s so 
lively here compared to where I 
live, and people are so friendly.  I’ve 
already been offered dessert and 
potato salad.  It’s been a great day.”

With party numbers limited for 
insurance reasons, Barbara Barnett, 
who helped Jill put on the event, 

AREA MARKS DIAMOND JUBILEE
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explained: “We hoped to inspire other streets to 
follow our lead and do the same with theirs.” 

And it certainly seemed to 
work.  The final 
Jubilee event of the 
weekend, held in De 
Beauvoir Square on 
Tuesday afternoon, 
was a Jubilee 
Picnic organised 
by the DBA.  
Bringing their 
own spreads to 
the park, people 
mingled and 
were treated to 
free filled rolls 
and cupcakes, 
courtesy of 
retired local 
baker Brian 
Readings and 
the generosity of a number 
of DBA members.

The last few participants were treated to a flypast by 
the RAF of planes including the Red Arrows, which 

were on their way to Buckingham Palace.

But while the Jubilee celebrations may have come 
to a close, the party certainly isn’t over.  With London 
2012 around the corner, and the Olympic torch 

making its way up Kingsland Road next 
month, expect to see 

many more 
familiar faces 

taking the 
opportunity 

to toast the 
Games as it 
passes. 

Words:Barbara 
Walshe

Pictures: Paul 
Bolding and 

Barbara Walshe

DBA
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Someone up there must be having a laugh. It was 
cold, miserable and raining when the DBA held its 
first De Beauvoir Marketplace on Saturday 12 June 
2011. And it was cold, miserable and raining on 28 
April 2012 when we ran the second.

Undeterred, helpers and organisers turned out in 
full force. They set up tables and chairs, manned the 
door, gave out endless tea and biscuits, talked to all 
comers, and even stood outside St Peter’s, where 
they practically kidnapped passers-by, luring them 
in with the offer of shelter from the rain.

The Marketplace gave local businesses and 
entrepreneurs a low-cost opportunity to connect 
with fellow De Beauvoirites, tell them what they 
have to offer and, where appropriate, make a sale on 
the day.

This year, almost 30 exhibitors were there in person, 
while another 14 chose simply to leave their 
business cards for people to help themselves.

We charged exhibitors just £5 or £10, depending 
on the size of the business. Some deserving causes, 
such as the unwaged, were allowed to take part free 
of charge.

Everything from massages, Pilates classes and 
homeopathic treatments to jewellery, paintings and 
architectural services was on offer.

Despite the weather, about 100 people came 
through the door, lured, perhaps, by the free 
entrance and the free tea and biscuits.

Many exhibitors sold more than enough on the day 
to cover the cost of their fee, while for those selling 
services, there’s a good chance that they will win 
business in the future through the contacts they 
made. I, for one, had a beautiful Roman blind made a 
few weeks ago by someone who exhibited in 2011.

It was terrific to see how enthusiastic the exhibitors 
were. They enjoyed their afternoon, said how lovely 
it had been to meet other local business people 
– not always easy when you’re at home or in your 
office focusing on your own business – and some 
said that they’d take the opportunity to advertise 
one another.

But most telling is the fact that many asked when 
the next De Beauvoir Marketplace will be. Watch this 
space. 

Hilary Mandleberg

TRADING IN THE RAIN

Lockner Estate

DBA


