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"This paper is of, by and for us - the people 
who live in De Beauvoir, in the old houses and 
the new flats ... ". So led the first issue of 
De Beaver in May 1971. Now we come to the 
40th issue. Guy and Marga Gervis who live 
in De Beauvoir Road, have been going through 
the back numbers to try to piece together 
some of the stories that have appeared from 
time to time in De Beaver. 

The first crisis involved the Council's decision 
to pull down 212 houses between Englefield 
and Downham Roads and to cancel the GIA 
in this area. This decision was turned down 
by the then Secretary of State for the Environ
ment, Geoffrey Rippon, following a public 
enquiry held in March 1972. 

"Little ones, big ones, too, 
Come and join the gang, 
Come and stay the day, 
Help the freedom fighters." 

Newcomers to the area might be surprised to 
read this call to action which appeared in De 
Beaver in June 1973. The fight in question 
was the fight for the factory site in Ufton Road 
which eventually, in June '81, became the 
Ufton Centre. The Centre has a chequered 
history. The space which is now a ball game 
area in front of the Ufton Centre was first 
taken over as a playsite by members of the 
DBA and later, once the Council had removed 
the prefabs there, became an adventure 
playground. 

The DBA, working alongside the New Town 
Tenants' Associations, had to sustain its 
arguments in favour of a community centre 
through countless battles with the Council, 
and it wasn't until April 1978 that the first 
money was awarded to the Centre under the 
Partnership Agreement. 

The Centre now has many clubs, classes, 
socials and other exciting activities under the 
leadership of Derek Scotton. If you haven't 
yet been along, make 1984 the year in which 
you do. 

UFTON CENTRE,12 Ufton Rd. (Te1.2542941) 

Proposals for the road closures in De Beauvoir 
first went on show in January 1972 and 
temporary closures were made in July '74. 
Nine months later it was estimated that 
accidents in the area had fallen by 37%. 
Unfortunately, the bollards and paving stones 
that eventually replaced the temporary closures 
bear little resemblance to the carefully land
scaped schemes that were discussed at so many 
DBA and GIA meetings. Only now, it seems, 
is new life about to be breathed into those 
schemes, as detailed plans and specifications 
rise from the Borough Engineer's drawing board. 

Whitmore Bridge was seriously threatened by 
two proposals reported in De Beaver 17, 
September '74. One was to strengthen the 
existing structure to carry weights of up to 
30 tons; the other was to widen the bridge as 
well as strengthen it. These proposals were 
under consideration at the same time as 
Council officers and local residents were 
seeking a reduction of through traffic in the 
area. The temporary road closures had been 
introduced 5 months previously. Luckily for 
us, the local campaign won. The bridge is still 
there and has been strengthened to take normal 
loads, but not heavy lorries. 
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Mr Rhodes' original plan for De Beauvoir Town 

The road closures have no doubt helped to 
increase the value of property in the area. 
The De Beauvoir Trust was set up to buy 
houses to help local people stay living in the 
area at rents they could afford. Robin Young 
was responsible for setting up the Trust which 
eventually became part of the Circle 33 Housing 
Association. When Robin was asked recently 
if the DBA and the Trust had succeeded in 
their original plan to control gentrification in 
the area, his answer was, "Not really. Not as 
much as they had hoped." Robin explained 
that housing associations are at the mercy of 
local authorities and local government who 
may take too long processing papers and 
granting planning permission, thus causing 
housing association buying programmes to be 
disrupted. Gentrification, however, has been 
less widespread than some people predicted. 

______ ~4_ __ __ 

Simon Kaplinsky, Area Manager for Circle 
33's Hackney/Tower Hamlets Area Team 
said recently that they were trying to match 
in number the stock of houses inherited from 
the De Beauvoir Trust, and that they have 
maintained the Trust's policy of allocating 
tenancies to people wanting to live in the area. 
De Beaver 2 of July 1971, quoted Dr. Rayner 
Banham, an architectural historian, as naming 
the Balls Pond Road, "the most interesting 
half mile of street that London can offer now." 
The Trust started negotiations to buy 
60-80 Balls Pond Road and Circle 33 can 
rightly be proud of the way they have re
habilitated these properties. The tenants 
participated in designing the scheme and were 
able to choose their own fittings. Now the 
houses look splendid both inside and outside. 
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DBA NEWS 
A new approach to crime prevention was 
foreshadowed by Inspector Farrow and 
PC Townsend"of City Road Police at the 
Annual General M~eting of the De Beauvoir 
Association last November. The scheme is 
called" eighbourbood Watch" and the DBA 
is now considering..h.ow to implement their 
suggestions. For further details, read the 
article "Crime Beaters" on page 3. 

As well as being the occasion for a farewell 
presentation to the retiring Chairman, John 
Gibson, the meeting saw the election of the 
following new officers (all unopposed!): 

Chairman: S. Hockman (7 De Beauvoir Square) 

Secretary: P. Trant (122 Culford Road) 

Treasurer: A. Rayner (7 Ufton Road) 

Membership: S. Lynn (73 De Beauvoir Road) 

Distribution: H. Larsen (72 Mortimer Road) 

Anyone wishing to join or to renew their 
membership should contact Susan Lynn 
(Tel. 254 9524) 

"The DBA is going through a period of 
transition", said the new Chairman, Stephen 
Hockman, interviewed exclusively for the 
De Beaver! His modest objective for the 
Association is to help people in the area to get 
to know each other better. Suggestions as to 
how this can be done will be welcome. The 
officers will be reflecting deeply on the 
problem - and getting to know each other 
better - before announcing a programme of 
events for 1984 . 

Readers of the article on the history of our 
area (page 4) may like to know that the DBA 
has produced a set of 4 prints of nineteenth
century De Beauvoir (including the plan of the 
original street layout on this page). Copies are 
available, price £7.50 for the set, from Andrew 
Hinchley, 72 Culford Road (254 7922) . 

NEW NAMES FOR OLD ROADS 
Only two roads in the GIA will now need 
renaming. This follows Fire Brigade demands 
that six roads would have to be renamed. 

The two roads affected are: 

* CULFORD ROAD (between Northchurch and 
Downham Roads) which it is proposed should 
become LAWFORD ROAD (after an Essex 
village near Ardleigh, thus following the 
Benyons' historic tendency to name local 
roads after Essex and Berkshire villages). 

* NORTHCHURCH ROAD (between De Beauvoir 
and Culford Roads) where the name 
WESTCHURCH ROAD has been suggested. 

The Council has given assurances that residents 
will not incur any legal costs as a result of the 
changes. 

Graham Parsey 

BACK TO THE PEOPLE 
The Metropolitan College of Craftsmen is now 
entering its communal phase. Workshop 
facilities will be made available by the day to 
those who cannot make things at home but 
who wish to develop their craft skills. This is 
our way of celebrating the 150th anniversary 
of that famous craftsman, William Morris. 

Opening officially in May will be the 
Glasshouse Performing Arts Centre. Formerly 
the boilerhouse of the Metropolitan Hospital, 
it now provides an attractive and useful 
performing and rehearsal area. 

Both this and the workshop facilities will 
be developed by a charitable trust created for 
the purpose of encouraging craftsmanship and 
creativity. For enquiries about either enterprise, 
telephone 249 2499. 

Michael Murray 



Carefully Chosen French Childrens Clothing and Shoes ~ 
AND NOW SPORTSWEAR! ! ii. 

All our summer ranges have arrived 
including 

ABSORBA, PIERRE CARDIN, 
YVES SAINT LAURENT, UCLA, 

COUDE MAIL, PETIT BATEAU, CREATEX, 
JEAN BOURGET, CHiCCO, BELART, 

SIMBA and others. 
Also American Overalls, etc. by Osh Kosh B 'Gosh 

SPORTSWEAR (including Adults sizes) by 
LA COSTE, CLUB SPORT, MONITEUR, 

YVES SAINT LAURENT, etc. 
PrEma1Ure and low birthweight baby range by BABYCARE 

139, UPPER STREET, LONDON Nl. 01-2263344. 

little 
perishers 

Three things about hunger in the world: 
1. People are dying 
2. They don't have to 

3. You can make the difference 

Experts say that hunger can be ended by the end of the century_ 
The key missing ingredient is the worldwide commitment to do it. 
That commitment begins with you. . Telephone: 01-373 9003. 

contact The Hunger Project, 77 Cromwell Road, London SW7 SBN. 

Sl\lll~"~\Y '1'111\ 'TI~I .. ~~ 
99 SOUTHGATE ROAD N.I. 359-8181 . A..' 

53525 

Agents for all the major tour operators 
and British Rail. 

Independent holidays arranged. 
We pride ourselves on a personal service. 

Pop in and talk things over or pick up the phone. 
We're open Monday to Friday 9t05·30 

and Saturday 9·30toI2·00 

1 BALDWIN 
for quick, . efficient and professional 

Painting, Decorating. and General Building 
- Extensions, Conversions, Brickwork. 

TELEPHONE: 01-804 6211 • 

3-eakins ($aw~ust) jLt~. 
- Sawdust Merchants Woodchips & Mill Contractors -

81 Hertford Road, Kingsland, 
London N1 SAG 

Telephone: 01-254 3368 & 2176 

Be ts 
Plant 

Bents Plan Hire 
Limited 
80·82 southgate 
london N1 3JD 
Tel: 01·2542102/3 

01·2542968 

01·2544561 
Ans.aphone· 
night service 

-Ire 

Fruiterers and Greengrocers 
16 Whitmore Rd., N.1 Tel:739 7434 

ORDERSTA~ avtRT HE PI-IO~E & DalVEREO FR£E OI"CH<t.R&E 

METROPOLITAN 
WORKSHOPS 

ENFIELD ROAD,N15AZ 

UNIT 10 Andrew Mackay 
sculptor in miniature, 

modeller and model-maker 

UNIT 21 A.C. Bloomfield, Clock Restorer 
also engraving on metal and glass 

Tel. 2548919 

UNIT 27 Garrett and Gould 
high class upholsterers 

UNIT A4/A7 John Coppen and Associates 
restorers of orchestral instru ments

woodwind, strings and brass 
Tel. 2494320 

UNIT B6 Kingsgate Glass 
makers of leaded lights of all descriptions 

Tel. 2491159 

Enquiries for workshop facilities 
for new craftspeople 

Tel. 249 2499 

NR 
CITY 
REAL TIES 
Following the reviews in the last issue of De 
Beaver of Paul Harrison's book Inside the Inner 
City (Pelican), we asked Mr. Harrison to reply. 

"Many people, including your reviewer Philippa 
Toomey, have presented a much more optimistic 
view of Hackney than I did in Inside the Inner 
City. But the same place can mean different 
things to different people. To quote from my 
book, "Whether a place is tolerable to live in, 
or intolerable, depends on your income. That 
is as true of Britain as a whole as it is of 
Hackney." But it was Gerald Kaufman who 
called Hackney a "no-go area". I never did. 
Indeed I stated explicitly that it is probably 
"not at all a bad place to live" for middle-class 

"There's not much social life before dawn at 
an open-air swimming pool on a frosty January 
morning." So says Alec Fudge, our typesetter 
and all-year-round swimmer, keen to share his 
hobby with our readers_ 

"It's not nearly as horrific as it looks," he says, 
"The only secret is to start in the summer, 
swim every day and not stay in too long. That 
way you hardly notice the gradual drop in 
temperature during the winter. Early morning 
is best - it starts the day with a bang, the 
water is fresh and there's unlikely to be a 
crowd!" You can say that again! 

We're lucky in that our local pool at London 
Fields is only a few minutes' walk down 
Richmond Road, and lOp will get you through 
the turnstile from 7 a.m. onwards. Victoria 
Park lido is a nearby alternative for the few 
days each year when the London Fields pool 
is closed for routine maintenance. 

Of course, there is absolutely no obligation to 
get into the water on your first visit and if 
you need any more encouragement, hot 
showers are being installed at London Fields 
and, with luck, should be in operation by the 
time this appears in print. 

"There are many rewards to an early morning 
outdoor swim" says Alec. "For instance, I 
never have coughs, colds, sore throats or 

owner-occupiers with self-contained dwellings, 
jobs, bank accounts and telephones. 

There may be scope for a book about this side 
of Hackney. However, my book is about 
poverty, about the problems that arise when 
poverty is concentrated in small areas (as it is 
in the inner cities) and about how those 
problems are intensified by recession and 
monetarism. It is a book about the quality of 
life for Britain's urban poor, living for the most 
part reluctantly in lousy private or lousy 
council accommodation, crippled by the high 
cost of heating, lighting and cooking, suffering 
cold and damp, and usually even more likely 
to have their homes burgled than the better off. 

That this "other Hackney" exists and is wide
spread, is undeniable. The facts are clear: 
Hackney has the lowest average incomes in 
London, one adult male in four unemployed, 
one in five dwellings unfit, the people living 
there express greater dissatisfaction with their 
area than people living anywhere else in the 
countlY, children achieve the worst educational 
results in Inner London, and so the list goes on. 
The Department of the Environment recently 
classified Hackney as the most deprived local 
authority in England. 

The aim of Inside the Inner City was to bring 
this largely unknown world to the attention of 
a wider public, in the hope that it would help 
to create awareness of the need for radical 
change. Perhaps there is room for greater 
awareness in Hackney itself. 

Paul Harrison 

ICICLES ARE 
TWICE -ICLES 
AS NICE·ICLES 
headaches and it doesn't bother me in the 
least to be caught in the rain. There isn't ice 
velY often but when it comes, it brings its own 
magic. The sound of a crack hissing its way 
across twenty yards of ice and the tinkling 
and jangling of broken bits moving in the 
disturbed water. These sounds bring one 
closer to Nature than anything. 

"But it's only really cold for a short period 
each year. Most of the time it's quite pleasant 
to pause for a while at the water's edge, 
listening to the wind in the trees, feeling the 
sun or rain on the skin, watching the mist 
curl around the ankles and opening up every 
sense to this great big wonderful world. 

"Then, to find the exact split second - the 
Perfect Moment - in which to dive. That is 
a spiritUal experience .... " 

LOST - ONE ANCESTOR 
Would anyone who knows the whereabouts of 
the portrait of John Owen (1616 - 83), chaplain 
to Oliver Cromwell in 1648, please contact 
Mary Hill at 126 De Beauvoir Road. The 
portrait was last known to be in the possession 

of HenlY Owen Hall of Hackney. Mary Hill, 
who is one of John Owen's descendants, would 
like to hear from anyone who knows where 
the portrait now is. 



~~hl!n o~~:oo~,~!~&~:s C ME 
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pack on the history of Hackney and De 
Beauvoir Town which includes some fascinating 
information on our local church, St Peter's. 

In the 1850s attendance at the church rose to 
an average of 950 for the morning services and 
about 900 worshippers for the evenings. An 
extract from a letter dated 1867, from parish
ioner Peter Brachi, to Richard Benyon, landlord 
of the area, gives an account of the affairs of 
the parish. "Mo-st of the inhabitants," he says 
"are respectable people, chiefly clerks in Banks 
and other City establishments, but in the 
outskirts of the district are many poor, such 
as labourers, cab and omnibus drivers, railway 
porters, and such like, driven into this district 
as a result of the railway boom." Brachi 
describes the incumbent vicar, William Stafford 
Finch, as "an indefatigable, painstaking clergy
man, universally beloved by his congregation." 

The learning pack also contains extracts from 
the minutes of the Subscribers' committee 
meetings dealing with the running of the St. 
Peter's day school and Sunday school; a report 
by the Inspectors on the school; a record of 
school exam questions; a letter of resignation 
from a teacher and accounts of the finances 
and payments for the years 1849 -1851. The 
annual salary for the Master and Mistress was 
£120. One wonders how the money was 
divided! Marga Gervis 

Finishing 
Touches 
A programme of tree and shrub planting, 
repaving and roadside seats, completing the 
area's environmental works, is to start in five 
of the nine road closures in De Beauvoir's 
General Improvement Area this June. 

The improvement works will begin at the 
junctions of De Beauvoir Square with St Peter's 
Way, Enfield, Hertford, Mortimer Roads and 
Northchurch Terrace and at the junction of 
Ufton and Englefield Roads. There will be 
paved firepaths to provide access for fire 
engines, cycle paths, sitting areas with shrub 
beds, and tree planting with cast iron bollards 
to close the area to through traffic. Plans of 
the scheme will be displayed at a public 
exhibition to be organised by the 
GIA Residents' Committee and the Council 
this spring. 

If you want to keep in touch with this and 
many other local issues, why not come to the 
GIA meetings held on the first Thursday every 
month (except August) at the Rose Lipman 
Centre? 

Graham Parsey 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH SCHEME 

De Beauvoir is one area that has been selected 
by the Metropolitan Police for the Neighbour
hood Watch Scheme (NWS). This scheme, 
already successfully tried out in Nqrth America 
and some parts of Britain, is a way to encourage 
public cooperation with the police to fight 
crime in small localities. Neighbours join 
together in groups to watch for, report on and 
protect themselves against burglaries and street 
crime. 

NWS works through groups in a defined area
each street or block of flats has its own co
ordinator. Individual members of a NWS group 
have the following roles -

• to watch out for anything suspicious 

• to improve the security of their own 
and their neighbours' homes. (The local 
Crime Prevention Officer will carry out 
a free check on the security of your home 
and will advise on the fitting of any locks, 
window bars, etc. which may be 
necessary) 

• to mark their own property (see below) 
and encourage their neighbours to do so. 

The general aim of the NWS, together with the 
return of more policemen to the beat, is to 
help reduce the local crime rate. 

Anyone interested in forming a NWS group 
should contact Inspector Michael Farrow at the 
City Road Police Station (Tel. 488 5212) for 
a free-leaflet and advice. 

PROPERTY MARKING SCHEME 

If your property is stolen but is marked, it will 
be much more difficult for a thief to dispose 
of it. This can act as a deterrent to a potential 
burglar. 

It is now possible to mark valuable items of 
your property - cameras, TVs, videos and so 
on - using a special engraver or invisible ink 
that only shows up under ultra-violet light. 
You can choose any code to mark your 
property, but the best sort is one that, say, 
combines the first two letters of your surname 
with your postcode, e.g. SMN14HG. 

When you have marked your valuables, deter 
those burglars by putting a sticker in your 
window that says 'Mark It to Keep It -
Metropolitan Police Property Marking Scheme'. 

Stickers and equipment on loan for marking 
your property are available from the Crime 
Prevention Officer at City Road Police Station 
(Tel. 488 5212). 

EVANS BAKER 
~ ~ 

ESTATE AGENTS - SURVEYORS - VALUERS 
6 CAMDEN WALK, CAMDEN PASSAGE, ISLINGTON 

The Partners of Evans Baker 

have great pleasure in informing 

the residents of De Beauvoir Town 

that their two offices, 

Islington and one in Hackney, one in 
Islington Office 

3540066 
are open to serve you. Hackney Office 

986 5111 

J-&:W-HINTON LTD. 
PLUMBERS MERCHANTS 
BUILDERS MERCHANTS 

124-128 BALLS POND ROAD·Nl·4AE 
01-254 1085-6 

FULL RESIDENTIAL 
AGENCY SERVICE 

for 

NORTH AND 
NORTH WEST LONDON 
from the following offices 

HOTBLACK DESIATO 
314 Upper Street N1 2260160 

HOTBLACK DESIATO 
83 Parkway NW1 482 2894 

J. BROWN OGDEN & 
PARTNERS 

17 Market Place NW11 458 8411 

TRANSPORT PROBLEMS? . 
5elf-Drive Cars & Estates 

Vans & Lutons -6 to 35cwt. 
12-Seater Minibuses 

Daily -Weekly- Long -Term 
Vehicle Servicing & Maintenance 

Crash Re airs To Vehicle 



A history of De Beauvoir Part! 

This article, which will be continued in the next 
issue of De Beaver, first appeared in the paper in 
March 1972 (issue 6). It was based on the work of 
Frank Kelsall of the GLC Historic Buildings 
division and Susan Strachan, a former resident. 
We'd like people who have lived in De Beauvoir 
for 30 years or more to tell us what life was like 
in their day. Please contact Hilary Hockman, 
7 De Beauvoir Square (249 5866). 

••• 
De Beauvoir Town stands on the west side of 
what was the old Roman road north out of 
London; west of what is now called Kingsland 
Road. In 1821 the land here was known 
locally as white mills common (from the white 
lead mills which were still standing). We 
don't have a map of it at this time, but it 
was probably much as John Rocque showed 
it in 1745; wild, open country, fields, and 
a few tracks leading to a large mansion, Balmes, 
or Baumes, House. We know that ribbon 
development had started along the road, or 
track, from Dalston to Balls Pond, a hamlet 
which took its name from a disreputable 
public house nearby. The proprietor was a 
certain John Ball; as well as bull-baiting, he 
laid on duck-shooting on his pond for the 
entertainment of his clients. 

Along what is now Balls Pond Road, a 
Regency tt:rrace, Brunswick Place, dated 1812, 
and an older two storey block of stuccoed 
cottages with a huge pediment, still survive. 

This common was actually the Hackney 
estate - about 150 acres in all- ofthe 
Reverend Peter Beauvoir, an aged bachelor 
clergyman. From 1802 he had leased it to a 
Mr. William Rhodes, one of three brothers 
who were brickmakers and speculative 
builders in north London at the time. William 
and Thomas, the eldest, were partners in a 
brickmaking business which seems to have 
supplied the Regents Canal Co. with bricks. 
They were a big concern. Naturally, William 
was influential in Hackney which was still a 
small parish. He was also a scoundrel. He 
swindled the old clergyman and started to 
build on the estate what is now known as 
De Beauvoir Town. 

At the time of Rhodes's first offer to buy 
the estate - in March 1818 - the Rev. Peter 
Beauvoir was about 83 years old; he had 
been vicar of Downham in Essex since 1760. 
He led a retired existence. He was visited 
only rarely by his relatives, and on alternate 
Sundays by his curate. He had no business 
sense, and, as far as we know, he never visited 

40-TUREAT OR PROMISE? 
Is this a cliche, or a truism, a threat or a 
promise? Is there life after 40? 

From the safe and starry-eyed distance of 20, 
reaching age 40 seemed, like no other rite of 
passage - except perhaps death - to be the 
point of no return. It was the time at which 
grey hair, senility, menopause and mid-life 
crisis (though not necessarily in that order) 
would creep up on me. 

My sometimes smooth, sometimes bumpy, 
bu t inexorably accelerating voyage through 
my 20's and 30's didn't change this quaint 
notion of mine. Now, as my doomsday draws 
nearer, I occasionally find solace in the pages 
of the glossy women's magazines. After all, 
didn't they report on that actress? The one 
who had the passionate affair with the 
Identikit MP, then became a barefoot doctor 
in China and finally wrote two best-sellers. 
And, what is more, she did it all after her 
fortieth birthday. 

ANOTHER THEATRE SUPPER 
- NOT TO BE MISSED 

On Tuesday 13 March at 7 for 7.30 p.m. at the 
Ufton Community Centre, the De Beauvoir 
Association are arranging a performance by the 
Inner City Theatre Company of a new musical 
play "It's my party and I'll cry if I want to". 
Supper will be served after the hour-long 
performance. 

Tickets price £2 (senior citizens £1.50), to 
include supper - available at the door or in 
advance from any of the DBA officers listed 
on page 1. 

DE BEAVER 
De Beaver is sponsored by the De Beauvoir 
Association which caters for all people living 
between Balls Pond Road and the Canal and 
Kingsland Road and Southgate Road. 

Thanks 
THANKS! TO ALL THE PEOPLE - AND 
THERE ARE MANY - WHO HAVE 
VOLUNTARILY HELPED WITH THIS 
ISSUE OF DE BEA VER. 

P.S. everyone! 
Please let advertisers know 
if you heard about their 
services through De Beaver. 
We need their ads to 
keep the paper going. ~~~ 

The trouble with us post-war babies, my 
spouse keeps telling me, is we've had it too 
soft. We didn't have to endure the rigours of 
war-time food rationing. We were the over
indulged, carefully nourished adolescents for 
whom the word "teenager" was coined. We 
went from school to a world of work where 
jobs were plentiful and promotional 
opportunities turned us into the socially 
mobile generation. Now we have the nerve to 
expect that, for the first time in history, a 
generation - our generation - will be exempt 
from ever growing old. 

Will people say about us what Winston Smith 
said in George Orwell's 1984, "It is impossible 
to tell the age of anything nowadays"? I live 
in hope. 

Happy 40th issue, De Beaver! 

Happy 40th birthday, me? 

Anon 

SMALL ADS 
LOVELY BUSH STEREO RADIOGRAM for 
sale, 57" long. Needs a little attention. Fine 
polished oak cabinet. £40 or offer. Phone 
weekday afternoons, 241 3324. 

PIANO LESSONS by experienced teacher. 
Beginners welcome. Tel. 2495935. 

QUALITY Garrard deck, Trio amplifier, large 
Scandyna speakers for sale, £150. 2493577 

The new 
SPOTS DRY CLEANERS 

and Launderette 
187 Northchurch Road 327 Essex Road 

10p OFF ALL DRY CLEANING WITH THIS AD. 

61 Downham Rd N.1. 

his Hackney estate. In 1818 he could still 
manage his affairs, but was occasionally very 
ill. He was totally dependent on his trusted 
agent and solicitor, Thomas Tebbutt. Tebbutt 
was also Rhodes's solicitor. 

In 1818 the Regents Canal had just been 
cut through the southern end of the estate, 
and the land thus became ripe for development 
rather earlier than the rest of this part of 
London. When Rhodes made his offer the 
old clergyman called in William Ashpitel, a 
local surveyor. Such was the power of Rhodes, 
the surveyor advised him in confidence - he 
wrote 'I should not wish to offend Mr. Rhodes 
who has great influence in our parish and 
might do me some injury.' The surveyor told 
him that with proper attention the estate 
would let on a building lease of £4,000 per 
annum. Beauvoir, who had already refused 
to sell, offered to negotiate a fresh non
building lease, but Rhodes did not reply. 

All went quietly until Tebbutt's son 
proposed a partnership with Ashpitel to 
negotiate a building lease on the estate in 
1820. His father (this again shows how 
powerful Rhodes was in Hackney) scotched 
this for fear of offending Rhodes, and the two 
men got together to force through a scheme 
on Rhodes's behalf, before the aged owner 
died, or received a more realistic offer. 

Throughout the renewed negotiations the 
Rev. Beauvoir, who was now very ill, was 
confmed to his bed. Rhodes offered to take 
a 99-year building lease on the estate, yielding 
a total rent of £1 ,200 from Christmas, 1827, 
onwards. The old gentleman was so ill that 
he made no reply. Tebbutt thereupon took 
himself down to Downham (and, incidentally, 
charged his expenses for his journey to both 
clients) and advised him that Rhodes's terms 
were too low: the lease should be for £1 ,300 
rent by Christmas 1826. Beauvoir had for
gotten the surveyor's good advice only two 
years before that the lease should yield at 
least £4,000 a year, and four days later signed 
the lease. It was an extraordinary lease; there 
were none of the restrictions usual at the time 
on the number or size of buildings, and it 
took in all 150 acres of the estate. Even 
J ames Burton, London's most active specu
lative builder, who was called in by Rhodes 
at once, later confessed that he knew of no 
other instance in London of so much land 
being let in one 'take' for speculative building. 
Burton, who was also a surveyor and architect, 
drew up a plan immediately, and building 
started almost at once. Local people disliked 
the first houses. They complained that they 
were 'small and mean and predicted that they 
would not see out the 99-year leases. In fact 
they have; some still stand. 

*** 
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(CO-OPERATIVE FURNITURE RESTORERS) 
4, BRADBURY STREET N16 

OFF KINGSLAND HIGH ST, E8. 

FOR A SELECTION OF "GOOD, CLEAN, SOLID", 
VICTORIAN &. EDWARDIAN FURNITURE, 
BEAUTIFULL Y RESTORED IN SIDE AND OUT, 

"WITH NEW BRASS HANDLES" 
HACKNEY PRICES! 

CHESTS, TABLES, WARDROBES, DRESSERS, 
ALL TYPES OF FURNITURE 

IN ALL TYPES OF WOOD 
NOT JUST PINE BUT, OAK, WALNUT, ASH 

&. RICH FRENCH POLISHED MAHOGANY. 
EVENING DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE. 

OPEN ALL DAY FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 
AND AT LUNCHTIMES DURING THE WEEK 
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REPAIRS, SPAR 
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Home Security & F ire~~--
Products Stoel( <_ 

FOR SERVICE APPOINTMENT 

* (D.?r~~iEL~~?ted\~~ .. 
706 Lea Bridge Rd .• LeYtOn\~!.~ 
412 Kingsland Rd •• Dalston ES 

Access and Barclaycard Welcome 
Department 01·2547151 

Order Spares Dept 01-25-4 2676 
Lea Bridge Road Branch 01·5392813 

eRAS. 
TAPPLtd. 

III Southgate Road N.l. 

3599118 

For all your building, 

decorating and 

DIY requirements 

Tools and shelving 

24 -hour delivery service 

BarcIaycard & Access accepted 

26 Liverpool Road, N.1. 
3597648 

(opposite Woolworthsl 
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